as Western Australia contains many dis-
tricts with varying populations, sueh as min-
ing towns which break ount here and close
down there, it seems that it would be useful
for the court to retain these powers, thongh
it would not continue to nse them to a large
extent,

Mr. Willeock: There are no contributions
to the fund now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is
a reserve in the fund of hetween £6,000 and
£7,000,

Mr. H W. Mann: Ii is no wuse keeping
it there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is very
useful to have it there, for it pays the ex-
penses of the Licensing Court.

Mr. Willeoek: Suppose it had to be given
back to those who contributed it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ii seems
impossible to begin working oni a scheme
whereby that fund can be distributed in the
proper channels. If this part of the Aect
were allowed to go out of existence, we
should have to set about working out how
to give it back. We could not give it back.

Mr. Willeock: Lots of people could make
a claim upon the fund.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One’s
imagination fairly hoggles at the job some-
one wouid have in working out the sum. At
present the money is doing extremely useful
work in paying the exjienses of the licensing
eourt.

Mr. Willeock: Some of them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Probably
all of them for a period. The continuation
of this power will not involve any additional
cost. The court must be there. The con-
tinuation of this part of the Act merely en-
ables the court to exercise certain funetions
which could not be exercised without this
part.

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Willeock, debate ad-

ADJOURNMENT-—SFECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [2.11]: I move—

That the House at its riging adjourn until
7.30 p.m. to-day (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.12 am. (Thursday).

[COUNCIL.]
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SITTINGS HOURS—ADDITIONAL,

Standing Order Suspension,

THE MINISTER TOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. . F. Baxter
—East) [433]: I move—

That Standing Order No. 62 be suspended
for the remainder of the present session.

A glanee at the Notice Paper will show that
we have a fairly large volume of business
before us, in addition to which other Bills
will shortly be reaching us from another
place. Now that the session is drawing to
a close, it is necessary that I should be in
a position to deal with new business after
10 pan. I trust memhbers will be reason-
able in the matter, so that we may not be
crowded out and have very long sittings at
the fag end of the session.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On moation by Hon. G. W, Miles, leave
of absence granted to Hon. Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom (North) for six consecutive sittings
of the House on the ground of ill-health.

BILI—HOSPITAL FUND.
Report of Committee adopted.
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BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTREY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
~~East} [L25] io moving the second reading
said: At present £5,000 is being paid annu-
ally into a special account to be used for
sandalwood reforestation, and the promotion
of the sandalwood industry generally. The
total paid into the special fund has amounted
to £25,000, of which £19,124 has been spent.
The balance of £3,876 is considered by the
Conservator of Forests sufficient to carry
ont all works for whi¢h the special fund was
established for a period of two vears ahead.
In addition to the payments to the special
fund for sandalwood purposes, the general
reforestation fund containg £22,358 repre-
senting three-fifths of the net sandalwood
revenue credited to the general reforestation
fund during the year 1929-1930. The reve-
nue from the same source during the present
financial year is estimated at £10,000. In
view of the opinion of the conmservator thal
the balance of £5,876 in the special fund
will be sufficient for sandalwood purposes
for two years ahead, the Government con-
sider that the sandalwood money in the gene-
ral reforestation fund, totalling £22,358, and
the estimated rvevenue of £10,000 from san-
dalwood this vear, should be transferred to
Consolidated Revenue for wse on essential
services for which at present money is dif-
ficull to obtain. That is the purpose of this
Bill

The maost important work earried out to
perpetuate sandalwonel supplies has  been
the location and demnveation of 357,000
aeres carrying a lavge number of young san-
dalwood trees. Reserves which ecomprise that
area have been closed against further sandal-
wood pulling. The total aveas sown with
sandalwood seeds to date amount to 2,900
acres, of which 168 acres were sown last
vear when the work was carried out on an
experimental seale on five different reserves.
In this work it is considered that the tech-
niezl problems in eonnection with the arti-
fieial regeneration of sandalwood hy sow-
ing have now been solved, but the extent to
which rabbits will affect survival during early
vears remains to be determined. The work
has been delayed by a series of dry seasons
on the Eastern Goldfields cauwsing a disap-
pointing germination of sandalwood nuts

for several years, but last year the rainfall - present circumstances.
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was more plentiful and the results on certain
classes of soil have been very satisfactoyy.
It has also been shown that seed sown dur-
ing dry years will retain their germinating
cupacity, and will develop nnder better rain-
fall conditions. It is not considered, how-
ever, that the resulis so far obtained are
sulficient to justify sandalwood sowing ex-
eept by continuance on an experimental
scale.

Last vear 942 tons of sandslwood, valued

at  £22228° were exported, chiefly o
judia and China. During the first thre-
months of the current year, 125 tons

of sandalwood, valued at £2,178, have been
exported and as a result of arangements
entered into with South Australia vrecently,
eppproximately 800 tons of sandalwood are
Lbeing  shipped 1o China this weck.
It is impossible to estimate what tur-
ther shipments of sandalwood will be <ent
away during the year, as they will depend
npon the manner in which the market re-
sponds to the recent arrangemeunts with
South Australia. The market was kept in
an unsatisfactory condition hy the uncon-
trolled shipment of sandalwood obtained
frem private property in South Sustralia,
but that State now has legislation on the
same lines as Western Australia. Under
the agreement entered into with South Aus-
tralia last month, Western Australia may
ship 1,600 tons of sandalwood daring the
next six months, and South Australia mav
ship during that period 450 tons from exist-
ing stocks. Since the special fund was estab-

lished, the expenditure from the yearly

amount set aside of £3,000 has been—
1924.5 £1,600
1925.6 3,269
1926-7 3,253
1927.8 4,613
1928.9 2,862

It will he seen, therefore, that the

expenditure in no one vear reached

the full amount of £5,000 set aside

for the regeneration of sandalwood.

At present, in the opinion of the Conser-
vator of Forests, there is sufficient money in
the special fund to earry on the work for
two vears, and there is no reason whv a fur-
ther £5,000 should bhe provided. If it iz
paid into the fund it will remain idle, and
that would be a wrong thing to permit in our
If the Bill heeomes
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law Consolidated Revenue will receive san-
dalwood money totalling £22,358 at present
in the reforestation fund, and revenue from
sandalwood during this year estimated at
£€10,000. 1t is right to provide for the re-
growth of sandalwood, whieh is a very valu-
able timber, but it is not necessary, in view
of the circumstances I have outlined, that
the State should be deprived of more rev-
enue than is required for that purpose, more
particnlarly when money is so urgently
nceded for vital services. The measure un-
der discussion will continue in foree until

the 30th June, 1931. I move—

That the Bill! be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Second Reading.

QOrder of the Day read for the resmmption
from the previous day of the debate om the
second reading.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.43]:

1 move—
That the debate be adjourned.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
—Fast) [4.44]: We are approaching the
lost stage of the session. It would be pref-
rvahle, if members are not ready fo pro-
ceed with this Order of the Day, that it
should be postponed until later on in the
sitting, say, until after Order of the Day
No. 9.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Give us the week-end
in order to look into these money Bills.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: Perhaps some mem-
ber will be prepared to go on with this Bill
later in the evening.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Wait until the select
committees have finished.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER STUPPLIES: I would prefer to
have the Order of the Day postponed until
later in the evening.

Hon, H. Seddon:
motion.

I will withdraw my

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

[COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: I move—
That consideration of this Order of the Day

bo postponed until after Order of the Duy
No. 9

Motion put ard passed.

BILL—PREMIUM BONDS.

Second Reading.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
{4.47] in moving the second reading said:
\Whatever may be our views on the subjeet
of gambling, we live in a practical age and
must regard things from the standpoint at
which they exist. We know that through-
cut the world there are not tens of thous-
wnds but hundreds of thouwsands of pounds
which constitute what may be termed waste
money, and which people use for the pur-
pose of taking chances in the hope of be-
coming rich guickly. It is a vicions system,
hut 1 am afraid it is one of those things we
are not yet sufficiently enlightened to stop.
Looking at the matter from a practieal
point of view, one ecan hardly bhe surprise(
that, for instance, a man on the basie wage
struggling to keep body and soul togethe
is inelined to speculate an odd shilling o
two in the hope of turning it into pounds
s0 that he may immediately better his con.
dition. If we rannot entirelv check thes:
vicious habits, the next best thing is to tm
to regulate them and make the indulgence
of them fair and honest. With premiun
honds as against lotteries, one bas the dif
terence between what is praetically an in
vestment and what is a gamble. 1f when
in 1924, I put forward an exactly =imila
Bill to this, we had adopted the mcasunm
and carried it through, we should not nov
be wanting to put upon the statute-hook :
lot of peddling tax measures such as th
Hospital Furd Bill which we passed las
night. In my opinion, the first State t
acdlopt the principle of using, in the manne:
proposed by the Bill, the waste mone
to which T have referved, will he th
State that will succeed beiter than am
other State, We shall get a gnodwill i)
the scheme, and the premium honds wil
grow just as a serowball grows when rollin:
down a slope. Only the other day T re
ceived a letter asking me to furnish par
ticulars of the scheme which I was ahon
to propose, and a copy of the speech
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might make on the subject, with a view to
Lhe same proposition being put np in Mel-
bourne. According to the writer of the letter,
the scheme has the approval of no less a
financial authority that Mr. W, L. Baillieu.
However, I am here to assist the State in
whieh I live; and T want Western Australia,
if possible, to get in first with the scheme.
1 have bad it from the late Archbishop Riley
and from the Rev. Mr. Blanchard, a Pres-
byterian minister here some few years ago,
that they do not regard this scheme n the
light of a gamble, but rather in the light
of an investment, which it really is. What
upe does is to put in omne’s pound and buy
a bond certificate. The money is treated
just as money is treated in a Starr-Bowketr
Society. The Starr-Bowkett bond remains,
carrying ifs interest; and instead of the
interest being paid every year to the holder
of the hond, a portion of it is used to
provide free-of-interest loans for other
people, and another portion for expenses.
The holder of the certificate draws no in-
terest at all, unless he is so lucky as to draw
a loan of £500, which is free of interest for
the remainder of the term. That. perhaps.
i a very good thing for the person who
draws the loan. At the end of the term,
naturally, nobody loses any money. In the
case of premium honds one puts in a pound,
and that pound is invested in a Govern-
ment stoek for 30 vears. Inferest is paid
on it, and half the interest coes to the
hospitals or to parks and reserves, less the
cxpenses, as 1 have suggested in this Bill,
and the other half is put into a pool and
drawn for in prizes (wice every year. So that
a person who invests €1 in the scheme has
the satisfaction of knowing that half of the
shilling which is his annual interest goes to
the support of charities or useful publiz
works, while from the other half he may ba
lueky enough to draw many fimes the
amount in the shape of a prize. Some will
never draw a prize at all, hut at the end of
the scheme will get their £1 back. In the
meantime, if any person who has put £1
in desires to recoup himself the £1, he is
quite at liberty to sell his bond and send
it to the office for transfer to somehody else.

Hon. H. Sedden: YWhat will he the siz=
of the prizes under the scheme?

Hon. A. LOVERIN: The size of the
prizes will be 50 per cent. of the interest.
Whatever the amount of the bonds sub-
seribed is, the prizes will be proportionate
to half the interest acerning therefrom.
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The Bill provides for that. Premium bonds
are introduced under various systems. In
Europe there are hundreds of schemes,
Some of them pay so mueh for interest, so
much for the welfare of the city or town
where the scheme is put in operation, and
so much for prizes. This Bill, however,
restriets the distribution, to prizes and to
vontributions to hospitals or useful public
works. When I put the Bill up before, T
had yuite a quantity of literature on the
subject, but it has got away from me. |
have, however, a report dated November, -
1924, issued for people in London. In
France there are dozens of these schemes
—{'rédit National, 1923; Belgium Restors-
tion, 1922; Frenech Crédit Fonecier Com-
nmunal, 1861; Town of Paris, 1918; Town
of Paris, 1894.06, which by the way is
still running; Town of Paris, 1802; French
Ciédit Foncier 1909; Crédit Foncier, 18989,
Paris Exhibition, 1899; Brossels Canal——

Hon. J. Nicholson: What is the sub-
seribed capital?

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: From 500 million
franes downwards. Take Town of Paris,
1924; the first prize was one million
franes; the second prize 100,000 francs;
the third prize, 50,000 franes; then there
were 405 prizes of 1,000 francs each.

Hon. H. Seddon: Are those the old
Irench franes?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes. Those were
very good prizes at the time, Here again
is a little eireular printed in London con-
cerning reparation bonds issued on the
same lines, There were 138,780 honuses,
as thev are called, of £40 each; 2,880
bonuses of £208 each; half as many of
£400 each; 1,300 honuses of £2,000 cach;
860 of £4,000 cach. According to the
eapital subscribed, these distributions give
very large prizes; and, as a corollary, pro-
vide large sums for the cities and towns
in which they are put up. A feature that
struck me more than anything else in con-
nection with the Amiens distribution was
the number of beautiful huildings and in-
stitutions erected by the municipality as
the result of its share of drawings of
preminm honds, or whatever name they
may be called by. Five years ago I was
in Paris when there was a drawing one
night. It was impossible to get down the
Boulevard des Ttaliens for the erowds of
people with their ten franes trying to get
a bond in order to have a chance in the
drawing that was then nbout to take place,
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Thousands of people were unable to secure
certificates that night. On the Contineat
these drawings take place almost every
week—all from what I eall the waste
money; but it is waste money which is
being applied to good and useful purposes.
I do not know what is the amount recently
gsent to Tattersalls—perhaps it is not so
much as previously—hut when I put this
Bill forward originally, I had it on the
best authority available here that over
£300,000 had been sent in that year to
Tattersalls. Over £300,000 from the
400,000 people in this State! Tattersalls
gweeps, Duteh lotteries, Golden Caskets
and Chinese lotteries are all draining waste
money away from Western Aunstralia in-
stead of its being retained here to do some
guod loeally. The Biil has for its object
the forcible keeping of that waste monev
here, and it suggests to our people that
instead of sudden-death gambles in Tatter-
salls they shall have 60 drawings, one
every half year, in which they may win a
good substantial prize, zceording to the
amount subscribed, and at the end of the
time get their pound back, as they do not in
any other lottery that is known. The people
get the use of this fair and legitimate
system of investment, and still have their
little gamble, as it may be called. They
will have the satisfaction at least of know-
ing they are doing some good with the
money they are investing, and that it is
not all going away in expenses, as oceurs
in Tattersalls, where a man has only to
invest £1 three or four times before he
has lost all of his £1 in expenses. | sngmrest
that if this State is the first to launch this
seheme, it will get the greater henefit: be-
eause we shall have money coming into the
State from Chinese, Dutch, German, French
and Indian people, all making applications
here for these premium bonds. Just at
the present time, such would he money paid
where the State most wants it; that is fo
say, from countries where there is a gold
currency existing. We shall be getting the
money in the shape of subscriptions for
the bonds. And the money which is sub-
seribed internally, not only in this State,
but throughout Australia, will he invested
in our Government bonds and so will be
available for mse by the Government, who
will have to pay only the ordinary interest
on it every half year, as on any other loan.
So from all points of view there is great
advantage in these scheme, and the people

[COUNRCIL.]

will have a channel through which they
can invest their money without lesing it,
or without losing more than, say, 6d. in the
pound per annnm in interest on the ponnd
they invest. I do not want to lahour this, be-
canse I feel the time is ripe for such a

Bill. The Bill provides that the Governor
may appoint a board to carry out the
scheme. The Under Treasurer is to be one

of the members of the board. The board
of course will appoint its own officers.
Under Clause 4 the board may issne ecerti-
ficates to the value of £1 to any person
desiring to subscribe towards the purchase
of such bonds or Treasury Bills. Any
person  so subseribing shall be deemed
to have invested for the term of 30
vears, the objeet being to enable the hoard
to invest in long-dated securities and ensure
a drawing everv six months. Clause 5 pro-
vides that whenever the proceeds from the
sale of certificates aggregate £500, the board
shall invest the sum in bonds or Treasurv
hills issued hy the British Government, or
some British Dominion Government or some
State Government. That is to ensure the
safety of the investments. And £500 is
mentioned hecause it gives a little latitnde
to the board, as the money may bhe aggre-
gating a few hundred pounds in various
parts of the world and may not be all avail-
able in a lump sum for investment. Clause
6 provides that the board shall be entitled
to receive the interest. As to 50 per cent.
thereof it must make provision for the in-
terest pavments to holders of certificates.
Then there is a provision that the board in
its discretion in len of naking pavments
to individual subseribers may eonsoli-
date the interest and canse it {o be
drawn for by lot in sneh sums as may from
time to time he determined, the drawing to
take place haif-yearly soon afier the in-
terest hecomes pavable to the board. The
remaining 50 per cent., after deducting the
cost incurred by the board will go towards
the support and maintenanee of such publie
hospitals and public parks as the Govern-
ment may approve, and in such alloeations
as the hoard max determine. That gives the
board the right to say, instead of sending
vou 1s. each for your interest, we are going
to draw lots for half the money, and pay
the hospitals the other half. And when a
drawing has taken place, every holder of
a certificate who has participated in the
drawing shall be deemed to have received
all interest to which he is entitled up to and
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including the date of such drawing. Then
if any holder of a certificate is suceessful
in drawing a prize in excess of £1 plus £4
as acerued interest, he will surrender his
bond. He ceases to participate in any fur-
ther drawing and will be deemed to have
been repaid his original sum, togcther with
all interest accrued or prospective thereon.
Sueh principal sum shall thereupon pass to
the hoard, and the future interest acerning
thereon shall be added to the percentage and
applied in the preseribed manner set ont
in Clanse 6. Should any holder of a cer
tificate he unsuccessful in drawing interest
during the currency of his investment, he
shall he entitled on demand to withdraw
his £1, but without interest. Then it iz pro-
vided that a person may subscribe for more
than one certificate. 1 have alveadv had an
application for the first 500 certificates,
from Nos. 1 to 50¢ inclusive. Then if three
vears after the date of any drawing the
bholder of a coctificate has not elaimed the
interest which has aecrued to  him, the
amount thereof shall he forfeited to the
hoard and added to the 50 per cent. pro-
vided in Clause 6 for interest payments
to holders of certiticates. In the first ease,
where it is forfeitedl it is added to the
amonnt set aside for the hospitals and puh-
lic parks, while in the second case the
amount goes to increase the prizes at the
next drawine. Clause 12 provides that, if’
after the expiration of 33 vears from the
date of pwrchase of any certificate (he
holder thervot fails to clabn his principal
sum, the sum is forfeited to the board and
may he re-invested and the interest or prizes
derived therefrom added to the amount ac-
eruing to the board to go to the -hospitals.
Clause 13 provides that all bonds purehased
on behalf of the hoard shall be lodged with
the Treasuer for custody and safe keeping.
Under Clause 14, within 30 days after a draw-
ing the hoard shall distribute among ap-
proved public hospitals and public parks,
such sums and in sueh proportion as in its
discretion may ~eem to he most beneficial,
having regard to the whole of the State.
This ineans that it is not a purely local lot-
tery. Now there is another clause to whicl
some exception may he taken, although as
an old newspaper man I know that no ex-
ception will be taken to it. for those people
who run newspapers have a good knowledge
of their own business. There is nothing that

creates a greafer demand for a newspaper
than the publishing in it of personal items
or the vesults of drawings. Clause 15 pro-
vides that it shall be obligatory uwpon every
newspaper when called upon to do so to
publish the results of & drawing.

Hon. J. Cornell: It sounds like press gang
methods.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: That provision, I
sulmit, is good for the board, good for the
scheme and, if 1 were still connected with
a newspaper, I shonld say good also for
the newspapers. As showing the valne of
sueh maiter to a newspaper T might say that
for wany years the newspapers here used
ilmost to implore Tattersall’s to let them
have advauce copies of the results of the
drawings so that they might be published
without charge.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why should not that
apply to other things as well?

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: If it were made
to apply to, say, any scheme a lawyer was
organising, we would know that the lawyer
was making money and thevefore that the
scheme was pot muech good to the publie.
But it is good to the public to have a list
of the prize winuers in a public lottery.
However, as an old newspaper man I sug-
gest there will be no objection to this clause,
beeause it will serve to provide good news-
paper copy.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Would it not assist
in the sale of a newspaper if, say, Boans Lid.
could get a clause like this ic a Bill¥

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No Joubt, but Boans
would not be giving their profits and half
their takings to philauthropic institutions.
Therein lies the difference. No individual
will be making any money out of this scheme.
The only institutions that will profit
by it are the hospitals and the publie
parks amongst which ibis mooey will be
divided; in addition to which, of course, the
scheme will be of benefit to those people who
invest their waste cash in it in preference
to recklessly gambling with it.  Clanse
16 is very drastic. I framed this with a
view to shutting out all lotteries.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How will that affect
the recent amendment of the Stamp Act?

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: It may or may not
affect it. Under this Bill even that point
wight he got over if the hon. member would



2292

take the trouble to read the clanuse with his
largest spectacles. Clause 16 provides—

After the commencement of this Act, but
subject to this Act, it shall be unlawful with-
out the special permission of the Treasurer
first obtained in writing—

Thus the Treasurer could give permission.

Hon. E. H. Harris: There would be no
tickets; there would bhe bonds.

Hen. A. LOVEKIN: But there would be
tickets for the entertainments or lotteries.
The clause continues—

(a) to purchasp or sell any ticket or other
device entitling the holder to participate in
any lottery, sweepstake, consultation, chance
or drawing promoted for the distribution of
money prizes or money gains; (b) to be in
possession of smy such ticket or other deviec;
(c) to be comcerned in or conueeted with the
drawing of any lottery, sweepstake, consulta-
fion, chance or drawing; (d) to take part or
engage in the collection of money in any public
street for amy purpose whatever: Provided
that no permission as aforesaid shall be
granted in respect to any lottery, sweepstake,
consultation, chanee or drawing promoted out-
side the Loundaries of Western Australia.

The object is to keep the money in Western
Anustralia and to prohibit the numerous lot-
teries that are taking place, some for ob-
jects that are not too worthy; some, of
eourse, for objects that are worthy, in which
event the Treasurer could grant permission.
People like the Ugly Men’s Association, St.
Joseplh’s and others who are raising money
for charitable purposes, could easily ob-
tain permission from the Treasurer, hut no
one could start a loftery and engage an
army of people to sit on stools in the streets
and alinost force tickets upon passers-by.

Hon. W. H, Kitson: Wonld these bonds
be subject to taxation the same as sweep
tickets?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Certainly not. The
Bill will be really a Government Bill, but
members can see that I am introducing it
in this House in order to try to get it pushed
ahead. AMost members will have noticed the
omission of an important elause, namely how
to finanee the first issue of certificates. Mem-
bers know why it must be left to an-
other place to insert that clause.
When I introdueed the Bill on the
previous oeeasion, it received fhe sup-
port of this House. You, Mr. Presi-
dent, agreed that it was quite in ovder from
the point of view of the House. I propose
to keep it in order, but before the Bill is

[FOUNGIL.]

finalised a clause will have to be inserted i
another place providing for the issue of th
first certificates. After the first issye, th
certificates will pay their own expenses. A
the present moment [ am prepared to guar
antee the eost of the first issue of certificates
so there need he no question on that seore
because there will he no cost entailed upo:
the State for them. At the fesi issue
as the bonds ecome in, up to 10 pe
cent. will be taken out to mesl the
cost and alter that ‘the certificates Avill
pay their own way. I feel confident that v
a very few vears this scheme will be of im
mense value to the Stale from a monetar:
point of view. The objeetion to it, as agains
a straight-oui State lottery, is that the pre
mium bond scheme is slower in process. In
stead of gambling for the whole of the prin
cipal sum invested and getting a pereentag
on that, the State will he getting only u per
centage on the interest, but the interest goe:
on from year to year, and after one draw
ing there will he four or five times as many
certificates in the next drawiig, as has heer
the experience on the Continent, where mil
lions of money is invested in hundreds of
tontine, bonus and other bonds. 1 hope wi
shall not miss the bus. If we do not seiz
the opportunity, we are apt to make greaf
losses. It is the man who sees the opper
tunity and seizes it who is generally sue
cessful. I suggest that now is the time fm
us to emhark upon the scheme becauvse. if we
fail to do so, most assuredly and not long
henee some other State will do so, and ow
people will then be sending their mones
away for investment in a similar scheme
instead of people elsewhere sending then
money to Western Australia where it coul¢
do so much good. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West) [5.21]: 1]
support the second reading. The outline ol
the Bill given by Mr. Lovekin was very in
teresting. I agree with him when he say:
that the great advantage of premim
honds as against a lottery is that the in
vesting publie do not lose their money. Thej
are placed in a position to give the Govern.
ment a loan free of interest. At the -ame
time, through the operation of the scheme
the hospifals and public parks of the ecoun.
try would in eourse of time reap an ad
vantage amounting to a considerable swn
It is very hard to estimate the extent of the
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advantage, but T imagine that after a period
of 10 or 20 years it would amount to many
thousands of pounds per annum, and would
probably be equal to the sum we are now
spending each year on our hospitals. MMany
years ago I had a little experience of one
of the Continental premium bond issues,
and it was a rather sorry experience. It
turned out that the certificate T received was
forged, and therefore of no value. XMany
other people found themselves in a similar
position. T do not think there could be any
danger of that happening under this scheme.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Not in a
British eountry.

Hon. W. H. KITSON : T should hope not.
If the scheme is slow, it is certainly sure,
and even thongh the amount of money in-
vested for a year or two represented only a
few thousand pounds, and although the
prizes would not be very large, someone
would derive the benefit. The individual who
invested would not lose his money; the State
would gel the henefit of the balanee after the
prizes had been provided, the hospitals
would benefit, and, incidentally, the Trea-
sury.  The prize winners would be most
fortunate, heeause they would obtain their
prizes without losing the principal money.
A large sum is being sent out of the State
every year to Tattersall’s, the Golden Cas-
ket and other sweeps and lotteries.

Ton. H. Seddon: Do you think we shall
get all that money for this scheme?

Hon, W. H, KITSON: Not all of 1it, but
I suggest that we would get a fair propor-
tion, and in addition a fair amount would
be invested by people outside Australia, who
wonld be prepared to take not only one or
two but probably many bonds in a scheme
of this kind, provided they were satisfied of
its genuineness. If the scheme were organ-
ised and conducted on the lines suggested by
Mr. Lovekin, T think it would give satisfac-
tion.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I would not buy one
ticket in Tattersall’s; I would buy a number.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Quite a number of
people would he prepared to say they had
£50 or £100 and were prepared to let the
Government have the use of it free of in-
terest. As Mr. Lovekin has said, the fund
would inerease from year to year, and the
time would come when the hospitals and
charitable institutions would have all the
money neeeszaly for their upkeep without
our taxing the people as we are doing to-
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day. 'The time has arrived when we should
take advantage of a scheme of this kind.
There is no doubt that the average Aus-
tralian is imbued with the gambling spirit,
and while it may not be correct to say there
is no element of gambling in a preminm
bonds seheme, it is certainly quite different
from ordinary gambling operations. The
investor cannot lose his money and therefore
the scheme cannot he classed as an out-and-
out gamble. On the other hand, the investor
bas a chanee of winning a handsome sum.
That faet alone would appeal to many peo-
ple who would not in any eireumsfances pat-
ronise Tattersall’'s or the Golden Casket.
They would be prepared to invest their sur-
plus money, firstly to help the charitable in-
stitutions of the State and secondly to have
the chance of drawing a fairly substantiai
prize without incurring any risk.

BRON. V. HEAMERSLEY (East) [5.27]:
We should thank Mr, Lovekin for having
introduced the proposal. I regret that it
was not followed up some years ago when
a similar measure introduced by Mr. Love-
kin passed this House. Had the scheme been
undertaken then, it would by now have been
well established and possessed of consider-
able funds. It would be unwise to postpone
its inanguration any longer.  Already we
have lost much valuable time, Not only the
people within the State, but many outside it,
would be disposed to invest in premium
bonds, and the scheme would grow as rapidly
as a snowhall. The investment of noney in
this way is needed to assist the State's funds.
1t would not be a gamble as are many
sweeps for which tiekets are sold. It would
be an investment, carrying an assurance fo
the people who were fortunate enough to
live their span of life that their money wounld
he returned to them. I have pleasure in
supporting the second reading.

HON, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.29]: This Bill, as Mr. Lovekin has ex-
plained, is similar to the one he introduced
ind succeeded in getting this House to ap-
prove of on a previous occasion. but appar-
ently it did not receive the acceptance which
was hoped for it in another place.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It was one of the
slanghtered innocents.

Houn. .J. NICHOLSON : I reeall now that
it was allowed to lapse; J had forzotien the
exact circumstances, The Bill contains much
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to commend it, and its objective is excellent.
The intention of Mr. Lovekin is to provide
a means by which appreciable assistance can
be rendered to hospitals, charities, and to
some of our public works such as parks,
gardens, and so forth. The main objective
15 to serve charitable ends. If menns ean
be derised of providing funds in a manner
that does not infringe upon the good sense
of a large section of the community. we
will have achieved sometbing noteworthy.
Mr. Lovekin says that the Bill received the
commendation of one who held our great-
est respect, the late Archbishop Rileyv, as
well as of others connected with the
charches, The measure does not possess
features that may bhe objectionable to a
large section of the community, such as are
assoeiated with the sweeps that we have in
our midst. The Bill is intended to provide
a form of investinent in which the person
who advances the money will hav» a chance
of gaining a certain return when the draw-
ing takes place, and if he does not succeed
i being the lncky person to draw u prize,
he ean still be assured of getting his money
returned at the end of a specilic period.
I'hat removes the measure from the striet
category of gambling. There 1s another
phase of interest. The suceess of the pre-
mium bonds scheme will depend largely
upon & substantial sum being subscribed by
the public. To the exteni that the scheme
is supported, will our hospitals and charit-
able orgzanisations have henefits conferred
upon them.

Hon, W. H. Kitson: Even if the amount
secured were small, the principle would be
all right.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: T admit the prin-
¢iple has something to commend it. Natur-
afly n considerable sum will be rejoired to
make the scheme beneficial to an appreeciable
degree. Obviously a small sum will not be
adequate to confer any great benefit upon
onr charitable institations. FEvervihineg
will depend wupon the response on the
part of the public. In view of the number
of Rills that have heen before us, which
have had a bearing upon our hospitals. it
i= difienlt to say what response will be
made by tbe public, and we can ascertain
that only by making the opportunity avail-
ahle.

Hon. G. 'W. Miles: Similar schemes have
heen successful in other parts of the world,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : Mr, Lovekin men-
tioned the suecess achieved in other coumn-
tries and 1 know that premium honds and
similar schemes have been in vogue for many
vears in different parts of Eunrope. Not
onlv have they been supported in the coun-
try of origin, but they have attracted con-
tributions from outside countries.  When
Mr. Lovekin was speaking, I asked him what
the effect of Clause 16 would be. I foresee.
that the Leader of the House may take ex-
ception to that particular clause. Even
though no objection may be raised in this
Chamber to the clause, some wide-awake
member in another place will have some-
thing to say about it.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Members there require
sleep just now, and they may not notice
it.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Perhaps the neces-
satv assent will be given to the proposal in
another place. I am afraid, however, that
an attempt will he made to reject the clause,
or ecise to considerably modify its provi-
sions. I understood the Minister to say that
the Governmeni hoped to derive a certain
smount of revenue from the Stamp Aect
Amendment Bill, which he succeeded in hav-
ing restored to the Notice Paper the other
day.

Ttlon. A. Lovekin: Why put bad ideas inte
the Minister’s head. .

Ton. J. NICHOLSON: I am merely mak-
ing u suggestion; I hope the Minister will
appreciate the possibilities of the Bill now
hefore us. If he does, I am sure he will agree
that the measure will not seriously inter-
fere with the Bill I referred to just now.
Tf sweepstakes ean be conducted only with
the consent of the Treasurer, there may be
either restriction, or extension, regarding
those permitted, and steps may be taken so
that the revenue derivable from that source
may be increased. The clause will, to my
mind, have the effect of placing a commend-
ahle restriction upon the number of sweeps
that will he permitted throughout the ecity.
Tt may be assumed that the effect of the Bill
will be at least to regulate the condmet of
such sweepstakes as will be permitted. 1
support the second reading of the Bili.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
{Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.40]: I am glad
T am able to support the second reading of
the Bil!, because, generally speaking, I am
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opposed to any legislation caleulated to pro-
mote the holding of sweeps. In this in-
stanee, having in view the charitable ob-
jrets veferred to by Mr. Lovekin, I am cer-
tain we will set wisely if we give the Bill
a good start-off. I agree with Mr. Nichol-
son that Clanse 16 is most important. If
we can apply its provisions fully and pre-
vent money being sent out of the State for
wther sweeps, we shall do a valnable work.
In addition to that, it will help to prevent
unscrupulous and dishonest persons run-
ning sweeps within our own borders. If
the provisions of the clause were enforeed,
a5 Mr. Lovekin indicated, I am sure it would
be very difficult for such persons as I have
in mind to secure permission to enable
them to run the sweeps. Under the Bill the
operations of fhe scheme will be clean and
the investor will not lose his money. Hav-
ing in view the epormous amount that
people are sending away anpually in
connection with sweeps run in the East-
ern States, I view the Bill as one {0 be
supported in the hope that the drain on our
resources will be stopped. Hon. members
will appreciate what a drain the expendi-
ture of £300,000 a year on investments in
the Eastern States must represent to West-
ern Australia. In addition, the Bill will
afford vs an opportunity to attract more
capital from the Eastern States people and,
what is more important still, it may induce
investments from other countries.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We may get some of
our own back.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: That
is 0. T support the second reading of the
Bilt.

HON. C. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[343]: T have pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill, and I take
thi=  opportunity to congratulate M.
Lovekin on having placed this measure
before us. Legislation of this deseription
sheuld liave been enacted long ago so as
to stop the flow of money from Western
Australia to Tasmania and Queensland and
other parts of Australia. Personally I do
not greatly eare what is done with the
money; I want to =2 the =cheme launched.
T cannot say that | am enthusiastic abont
part of the funds being devoted tn the np-
keep of our parks and gardens, but I would
like to see money raised on behalf of the
hospitals and eharities. T am in favour of
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anything that will give the scheme a really
good start. I am pleased that Mr. Lovekin
has received the support of at least some
of the church people. He mentioned that
that support had been indicated by at least
two powerful figures in the religious lite
of this State. There are some who look
upon anything in the nature of chance in
relation to investments as gambling. In
this instance the churech has smiled upon
the scheme. )

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: And granted
its blessing.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: One member
said he would have opposed anything in
the shape of a gamble such as a State lot-
tery. I do not agree with him. I should
he very glad to see a Staie lottery started
at the same time as the premium wvonds.
1 am so keen on seeing something of the
kind started, however, that I would not
mind State lotteries being cut out alto-
gether. These premium bonds must be
looked upon as a2n investment of sorts. We
cannot say this would not be a gamble, for
it would be a bit of a gamble.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Something like the
Starr-Bowkett societies.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: I cannot see
any difference between the two. Ti is only
a difference in name. Both are rum on the
same principle. People have the same
chance of winning something, and no
chance of losing anything. ‘When the
Hospitals Bill was before us a eouple of
years ago, a good deal of consideration
was given to this question. The only ob-
jection I think the Minister in another
place raised was that it took a long time
to sell these bonds.

Hon. G. W, Miles:
lottery could bhe run.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: Mr. Lovekin
said we should not ‘‘miss the bus.’? T
agree with him. We should get ahead with
this husiness. I see by the paper that New
South Wales is starting something of the
kind. OQueensland has its lottery and Tas-
mania }-s Tattersails, I hope the Govern-
ment v:. take this matter in hand and
give it a thoroughly good start. I support
the second reading of the Bill.

Meanwhile a State

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [5.47]: For as long as I
have been in Western Australia I have
noticed attempts to suppress the gambling
instinets ot the community. In everv
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¢ase there has been failure in this diree-
tion. Now that this failure has been estab-
lished, T agree that something in the na-
ture of control is required. If Mr. Lovekin
suceeeds in his attempt to establish the
premium bonds prioeiple, it will go a long
way towards atfracting a more healthy
form of investment or sane gambling than
is witnessed to-day. I always regret when
passing along our streets to see 50 many
people selling lottery or sweep tickets. Art
unions for one purpose or another are con-
stantly being promoted, and permission is
granted to sell the tiekets in the thorough-
faves of the ¢ity and suburbs, I hope
Clauvse 16 of the Bill will come to the aid
of the communily in that respect. 'The
idea is that the money will be invested in
a strietly sound and business like manner,
and that most of our parks and charitable
institutions will receive some help. What
a wonderful thing it would bave been if
the preminm bonds system had been adopt-
ed, when it was first suggested some six
vears ago, as a means of coping with the
unemployment situation. T have always
believed that it is pot possible to suppress
hy legislation a viece such as gambling.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It is not a vice but
a weakness.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We do not
like to have our vices called by that name.
There should bz some form of control in
cases where it is impossible to suppress a
thing. The objeet behind the scheme is a
henevolent one, Tt is intended to lift the
tone of the ¢community by directing its
funds into new c¢hannels. The Bill will
also assist the Government through the
funds that are subseribed to these bonds.
We have been told that elsewhere in the
British Empire the public have invested in

bonds or some other form of security.
I am sure the scheme will be
a great help to the Treasurer,

especially if he ean count upon receiving o
certain sum every few weeks. Tf the Bill
passes, I intend to invest in these premium
honds. I am attraeted to them hv the faect
that even if I am not successful in winning
r prize, T shall get my money back in 30
vears, and meanwhile it will be in safe
hands. To a man of my ealibre it is an a‘-
traction to know that one’s money will be
safe. I hope the House will support the
Bill with the idea of bringing the spirit
of gambling under control. The art union
husiness has been altogetber toc blatant

[COUNCIL..]

in the eommunity. It would be infinitely
hetter to have all forms of gambling of
that kind induniged in per medinm of pre-
minm bonds.

HON. HE, SEDDON (North-East) [5.52]:
1 have listened with a great deal of interest
o the debate. No doubt this propozal would
appeal to many people, hecaunse the com-
mon remark with the noble army of those
who patronise get-rich-quick schemes is that
there is one fool born every minute.

Hon. J. Cornell: And how many are born
{0 catch them?

Hon. H. SEDDON: A fair number of
people get along guite successfully in the
process of catehing them. We ecan quite
understand a scheme of this deseription
appealing to the community in addition to
vther schemes of the kind that have been
brought forward from time to time. Quite
a lot of money is being sent away every
week for Tattersall’s tickets, and ot first
sight it would scem that a considerable per-
centage of this might be attracted to the
premium bonds scheme.

Hoen, E. H, Haris: And more perma-
nently.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: As T bave said, there
is some attraction about preminm honds,
and no doubt quite a number of penple wili
suceumb to that attraction. The point is,
will this put down the spirit of gambling?

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Not a bit.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Will it eliminate all
those sweeps that are now heing o nnve-
strainedly earried on?

Hon, V. Hamersley: It has not been pos-
sible to eliminate anvthing of that kind in
the last 40 years,

Hon. E. H. Hurris: Evidently {he hon.
member has not read Clause 10.

Hon, H. SEDDOXN: Any argument that
may be advanced that these premium honds
will tend to restrain gambling cannot have
mneh weight.  Will it tend to affect the
amount of money that is now heing in-
vested in onr savings banks, trme ai the
paltry rate of only four per cent., but will
it be diverted into these bonds? 1f the
money is put into honds, the people who
own it will not be getting any interest on
their money, and will not see it again for
o matter of 30 years, but they have the
chance, of course, of winning a prize
in the meantime. In my opinion
these premium bonds may tend to keep
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money ouf of the State Savings Bank where
it is earning interest and assisting in pro-
viding employment for the people. TPart of
that which will be spent on premium bonds
vill have to he paid ont in prizes, and an-
cther part will go towards rendering finan-
cial assistance in certain directions.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Government will
siill get the money, but it will be from the
other pocket.

Hon, H. SEDDOX: 1f members look in
the windows of tobaceonists’ shops, they will
find posted there a notice to the effect that
the tenant of the shop communicates with
Tattersall’'s. For a long time he has been
drawing money from a section of the publie,
which might be attracted by Mr. Lovekin’s
scheme. The tohacconist receives this money,
sends it to Tasmania, and gets his commis-
sion on the tickets purchased. The pur-
ehasers of the tickets then wait until they
get their result sheet in the hope of deriving
some advantage from the outlay. In some
cases they are not disappointed, because not
expecting to draw anything, they have drawn
nothing, but their money has gone. In the
case of premium honds, a pound note will
be preserved and in 30 vears will he re-
tarned to the owner. The prizes to be de-
rived from premium bonds are not nearly
of the same magnilude as those to be de-
rived from Tattersall’s tickets. T fear that
our gambling friends will he more likely to
take the risk of drawing a prize from Tat-
tersail’s even if they lose their money, than
they would be to buy honds in the hope of
getting a smaller prize.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tn time the prizes will
be greater.

Hon. H. SEDDON: That may be so. For
some time at any rate the prizes will be ecom-
paratively small. T see one great advantage
over existing evils that may be derived
from the Bill. A man may go to a till and
milk it in order to idulge in his gambling
proclivities. If he is not snecessful in win-
ning a prize from the bonds he purchases
he e¢an go to his employer, confess his in-
ability to restore the money he has taken,
but make rvestitution by giving him the
honds he has purchased. Mr. Lovekin was
rather unfortunate in the countries he quoted
as having adopted this particular scheme,
secing that every one of them is snffering
from a depreciated currency. The person
who a few years ago invested in a State
lottery in Paris or in Berlin has had the sai-
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isfaction of seeing his good monev depre-
ciated to something like .001 per cent. of
a franc or a mark, and if he was successful
in winning & prize, of drawing one equival-
ent to about a fraction of one-fifth of the
money thal he originally put up.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That applies to all
sorts of bonds.

Hon, H. SEDDOX : Had this scheme been
adopted five years ago, the person who sent
out money from England to invest in West-
ern Australian bonds, had he won a prize,
would have received nine-tenths of the value
of the prize he won becaunse: of the deprecia-
tion of our Awvstraliasn pound note comparved
with its value five years ago. We know the
suggestion to release credit by the issue of
£20,000,000 worth of new notes. If that
came about, the person who invested in these
honds and in return for £90 in English
money received £100 in Australian money,
would, after the retease of credit—a sugges-
tion whieh has been advanced as a panacea
for all our evils—Ifind his prize would be
worth exaetly, if we take the French exam-
ple, one-fifth of the value of the money he
invested in Western Australia’s get-rich-
quick scheme.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: T wounld put it the
other way.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That wounld apply to
those who are investing money in the new
loan bonds if what you say is eorreet.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Other members may
have some other idea of the value of an
Australian pound note to-day. I do not know
of any scheme that has yet been put for-
ward that will have the tendency to appre-
ciate the value of our pound notes. I have
pointed out that in those countries where the
preminm honds scheme is said to be flour-
ishing successfully, the standard of currency
has come down owing to economi¢ pres-
sure. Some advantages are associated
with the institntion of the preminm
bonds scheme. It wounld be of advantage, for
instance if, through their agency, all other
forms of pgambling in Australia could bhe
eliminated. It would then be said that Mr.
Lovekin had conferred a great benefit upon
the community. I am sure from our experi-
ence in the past and from my knowledge of
the temperament of Australians thevy will
simply look upon these bonds as an addi-
tional field for gambling, and as offering
an additional chance of getting rich guiekly.
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These bonds cannot be deseribed as an in-
vestment.

Hon. W. H. Kitzon: They cannot be de-
scribed as a gamble.

Hon. H. SEDDON: We might split the
difference, so to speak, and call it a specula-
tion. It is mot an investment. An invest.
ment is a plan under which a man puts his
money out to work for him. He expects to
get a return from that money and mean-
while to be satisfied that the capital is in
safe keeping. Under Mr. Lovekin’s scheme
the capital will be safe. A man invests his
£1 and in 30 years’ time he gets it back, in
the meantime, having the chance of seeuring
a prize. This cannot be called an inves-
ment; it is simply a speculation, the indi-
vidual hoping to secure a prize from the
pool. I should like to know from Mr. Love-
kin when he replies whether his prupesal
will he used to stop gambling in other direc-
tions, and also whether it will have the
effect of diverting money from the savings
bank and perhaps from investments in land
and in other directions, money which at the
present time is doing good work. Perhaps
he will be able to convinee the House that
this scheme is so much in advance of any-
thing else that has been suggested to get us
ont of our present difficulties that it will he
adopted by this and the other House.

HON. J. CORNELL (South} [548]: I
do hope that the Bill, if it becomes law, wiil
bring in its trail all the benefits thai Mr
Lovekin expects. There is one thing that is
characteristic of the Australians, above all
other races, and it is that he likes things
done «quickly and in his gambling be prefers
sudden death as against any prolonged pro-
cess. Again, with the Australian gambler
it is all or nothing; that is to say, he is
prepared ic put in bis little contribution
towards the sweep in the hope that he will
win it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We ought to try to
inenleate better ideas in the Australian.

Hon. J. CORNELL: One could not get
a better idea of the Australian as a gambler
than by illustrating the soldier on aetive
service. He went throngh some warm places
lo have his game of sudden death; in other
words, two-up, and if the two pennies were
not fast enough, he made it three pennies.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Perhaps that sccounts
for the present tronble in Australia.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. CORNELL: I think it will be
some little time before it will be possible io
pass on fo the Australian community the
benefits to be derived from premium bonds
which are a distinet innovation so far as ihe
Commonwealth is concerned. It is all very
well to cite France and what is happening
there, but from our viewpoint there is no-
thing in common between France, or indeed
any other Continental nation, and ourselves,
If the Frenchman’s proclivity is to indulge
in the purchase of premium bonds, it does
not follow that the Australian will do so.
Another point to be taken into eonsideration
in the propagation of such a scheme as the
introduction of premium bonds is the sense
of fairness that must be made manifest to the
aggrvegation of Australian people, and so,
if a concern is worth its salt it should be
able to stand on its own bottom, With the
launching of premium honds another mild
form of gambling will go by the hoard, and
it will be an offence to be found in posses-
sion of a ticket in an art union unless per-
mission to conduct that art union has been
ziven by the Treasurer. Sweeps are unlaw-
€ul at the present time and the Criminal
Code which makes them unlawful should
vither be enforced or repealed. Now Mr.
Lovekin 15 going to perpefuate the vicious
principle of permitting a Ministerial head
giving his sanction to the earrying on of
something that is unlawful. If premiom
bonds are zoing to confer the benefit that is
claimed for them they should be issued to
the exclusion of everything else, and especi-
ally to the exclusion of something that is
unlawful,

Hon, A. Lovekin: Mr. Sayer ndvised in
1924 that it was not necessary to amend the
Code.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Premium bonds are
to be issued to the exclusion of something
that is unlawiul to-day unless the Treasurer
says that that which is unlawful may be
carried on. That is a part of the measure
that will not find much favour with the
Australian. Gambling takes pecnliar turns.
and it ereates strange kinks in certain indi-
viduals. One individual indulges in a flutter
in one form but he does not attempt to
argue with another individual whose choice
is a little flutter in some other direction.
Australians as a whole, or that section of
them who are inelined to indulge in a mild
form of gambling will probably welcome the
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Bill, but so far as the wowser is concerned,
it will be out of court.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We cannot tell what
the people will do until we try them.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We should he ahle
to form a fairly accurate estimate of what
they are likely to do, if we give some thought
to their doings in the past.

Hon. E. H, Gray: If they are properly
handled, the bonds will be roshed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If there is one thing
with which Mr. Gray always bubbles over,
it is optimism. I do sincerely hope that on
this occasion not one bubble of that optim-
ism will go to wasta.

HON. F. W. ALLSOP (North-East)
[6.9]: I am inclined to support the Bill and
will do 50 with mixed feelings. There are a
gaod many ways of looking at it. A young
fellow might prefer to place his savings in
the savings bunk rather than invest them in
preminm bonds. In the savings bank his
money on which he reeeives 4 per cent, will
double itself in 17% years, and that on which
he receives 5 per cent. will double itself in
14 years, and, as Mr. Seddon has pointed
out, £1 placed n the savings bank, at the
end of 35 years becomes £4. I consider it
is a good thing if a young man has £100
or so to spare that he should use it in the
direction of assisting the Government by
purchasing preminm bonds. But T would

prefer to see voungy people place their
money in the savings bank, which in-
stitution inculeates a habit of saving. At

the sume time. to the Australian the thought
of getting a prize is very fascinating, and 1
think investments in premium honds will
prove fascinating, and many people will in-
vest in them.

HON. E. H. GBAY (West) [611]: I
desire to supporl the second reading of the
Rill, and am glad that it bas reccived so
muoch appreval. T was hronght ap in a striet
school in the same way as my friend Mr.
Niehnlson. 1 nsed to look upon any form of
gambling asx something that would bring
around the foct of the gambler the flames
of Hell. But in no sense of the word can it
he said that the purchase of premium bonds
is gambling. [ have come to the conclusion
that there can be no argument to support
gambling, but arguments ean be used to sap-
port a weakness of the pcople when that
weakness is devoted to a good cause Tn
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tle course of mmy expericnece I have found
gamblers as a c¢lass—small and big gamblers
alike—the salt of the earth. and 1 raise my
voice in protest against the gencral condem-
nation of the people who have run gambling
stunts in Lthe metropolitan area for years past
in aid of deserving charities. Anyone who
is familiar with this business must know
that if you avre going to run a gambling
wheel, o housey-housey or a sweep, you
must run it obsolutely straight. Those
people who have suecessfully raised funds
for hospitals and charities are the men who
have the complete confidence of the publie.
But let that eonfidenec wane, and up will
go the appeal and there will be no response
from the public.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, E. H GRAY: Before tea 1T was
<penking of the strong crnticisms passed on
people who promote sweeps and sell sweep
tickets. I fail to understand the heated feel-
ing agninst those persons. Let me point
out, tov, that there are not scores of people
selling sweep or art union tickets in the
streets of Perth.

Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: The feeling is
aot agninst the people, but against the sys-
tem.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: Most of the ticket
sellers are persons suffering from disability,
unahle to do hard work, and foreed to adopt
this means of gaining a livelihood. Sellers
who do not eonduet the husiness properly
should be pushed off, and others put in their
place.

Hon. J. Nicholsor.. I do not think any-
hody objects to the charitable side.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The objection is to
the amount of commission received by the
sellers.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: People working in
a purely honorary capacity cannot give the
same satisfaction as professional people
give. This applies to sweeps. The small
amount of cormission allowed is well earned.
Investigatior would show that the amount
deducted for advertising, coinmission fo tie-
ket sellers, and ineidentals is not unreason-
able. I do not like the eriticism launched
at honourable people who work for charity,
although they are paid for their work. I
see no objection to anyone rendering a ser-
viece to the community. It will be done on
a fair and sqonare basis \n order that the
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job may be retained. Twproper practices
obtain not so much in the bigger sweeps as
in the small coneerns run hy well-intentioned
commiltees. One must be prepared to knock
down the vultnre-like persons who are al-
ways ready to prey on honorary eommittees.
PPeople who pose as being charitable are al-
wavs waiting fo get on committees.  Such
undertakings are mare open to objection than
the businesslike basis on which most sweeps
are run to-day. If Mr. Lovekin gets his
Bili enacted T helieve it will not take long
to aceustom people to premium hends. In
faet, I am inclined to helicve people will
rush the scheme. They are desirous of help-
ing the unemployed and hospitals and or-
phanages. However, street collections pro-
duce pennies, whereas an art union for a
motor ear will produce £100 in an hour. To
cateh the unimble shilling as propeosed by
Mr. Lovekin ix a good idea, and I support
the Bill.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[7.36]: 1 desire to offer my congratulations
to Mr. Lovekin upon having hrougnt down
this measure, and 1 helieve it is ome which
the people generally will welcome. [t has
lo be admitted that as a peopie we are
inclined {o some forms of speeulation or
mild gambling—whichever may be the pro-
per term. The sooner we realise the posi-
tion and endeavour to control this little pro-
Jlivity or miner viee, the hetter. | am not
one of those whe hold that behind this Bill
is whal My, Seddon calls the get-rich-guick
idea. To-day there are many peaple of
mature years who would gladly put a little
inoney into premium bonds, partly because
they know the honds to he a safv invest-
went, partly hecause they like the idea of
4 possible windfall in the shape of a prize,
and partly because of the knowledge that
their money will he used by the State and
thus serve a good purpose.

Hon. J. Cornell: Some people will pat-
ronise preminmmn honds out of enriosity.

Hon., W. J. MAXXN: Very likely., XNo
matter what the idea behind may he, let
us keep the money it our own couniry and
use it for our own purposes. In this con-
nection we might cast back our minds to
the support recently given to a sweep in
{he Irish Free State. The liking for a little
zamble is not confined to Australiars. One
of the most conservative newspapers in
England, the “Morning Post,” a few monihs
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ago published an illaminating sub-leader
on premiom bonds. It advocated the iniro-
duction of the premium bond system into
(reat Britain, and the British Government
lLave given the idea a inild blessiug. M.
Seddon has referred to the fact that o
scheme of this deseription may take money
lrom the Savings Bank. 1 do not kaow
that that would be the case. People who
want to put their money into the Savings
Bank will be perfectly at liberty to do so;
there will he nothing to prevent them. If
they are not prepared to leave their money
in a premium bond scheme for anumber of
yewrs, naturally they will put it where they
can have it at call. Referring to the get-
rich-quick theory, My. Seddon endeavoured
to define the difference between speculation
and investment. I am rather surprised that
tke hou. member should be drawing dis-
tinctions of that kind. I.et me ask him how
be views the putting of money inte gold-
mines. ln my opinion, there is a grea!
deal more of gambling in putting money
into gold mines thun there is in putting it
tbto premivm honds. In the hon. member's
own eonstituency there have been a number
uf concerns known as wild-eats; in fact,
throughout his electorate there are fnanecial
cemeteries, Therefore I am astonished that
e should critivise a sound and legitimate
project of this nature, I do not kunow that
he himself may not have indulged in buy-
ing a share or two in gold mines.

Hon. 1i. Seddon: They may be resur-
rected by the gold bonus.

Hon. W. J. MANXN: Possibly. Many
people would like to see their money resur-
re¢ted. I have not much o offer in enticism
of the Bill, but I expect to be twifted by
hon. members when I say there is one elaunse
fo which I must on prineiple offer some
uhjeetion. I am not at one with Mr. Love-
kin in regard to the elause which malkes
it mandatory for the Press to publish re-
snlts of premium bond drawings,

Hon. J. Nicholson: It would increase the
sitle of the papers.

Hon. W. .J. JIANN: Possibly.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is AMr. Mann’s objection
hased on principle or profit?

Hon. W. J. MANN: On prineiple, The
idea of profit may be disearded. If that
clanse remains in the Bill, it may be taken
as a precedent, and have an effect which
the Chamber would not desire upon the
newspaper indostry. From the aspeet of
news 1 believe every journal would be glad
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tv publish the results of drawings. St
1 have te remember that there are some
journalists who entertain counselentious ob-
Jections even to premium bonds, and to
compel ‘them to adopt the attitude laid down
in the Bill would be rather unfair. Pnrely
frum that aspect 1 object to the clause,
ahd I intend to move its deletion if the Bill
pusses the second reading,

HON. E. H. HARRIS (XNorth-East)
[744}: I hope this Bill will meet with a
better fate than its predecessor of six years
ago. There are good features of the pre-
sent measure which have not been especially
stressed. One is that under Clause 5 the
money would be invested in Dominion or
State honds. It wmight be found later that
the Loan Counecil were not prepared to give
a high rate of interest, in which ease a bet-
ter investment might be sought on behalf of
premium bond holders. Tt has been sug-
gested that their money might be invested
in eountries with depreeiated currencies, M.
Seddon seemed to fear tihat investments
might be songht in Belgium or France.

Hon. H. Seddon: I said we might follow
the example of Germany.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: T hope we shall
not. Premium bonds differ from horse raec-
ing to the extent that when there is a draw
for horses the owners come inio the picture;
ond if a person who draws a borse in a big
sweep does not offer a considerable sum of
money, sometines as much as half the prize,
the owner may be prepared to withdraw the
horse.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is blackmail.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Tt is, yes, but it
is practised. However, under the preminm
bonds system when there is u draw being
made there is no inducement for anybody
to offer to somebody else terms for partici-
pation if he should be suecessful. Clause
16 prohibits the selling of tickets for sweeps.
If the Bill should pass the second reading
and be referred to another place, I venture
to say the Treasurer will be very pleased
indeed to have an opportunity to handle the
money derived from premium bonds. It
would he of distinct advantage to the Trea-
surer and to the State. It would afford op-
portunity for the Government to withdraw
the Bill the Minister in this House is anxi-
ous to hawe reinstated next Tuesday, namely
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the Stamp Act Amendment Bill No. 2; for
it the Government were to support Mr. Love-
kin’s Bill, it would be quite uonecessary for
them to proceed any further with the Stamp
Bill. The competitior that would be bronght
about by the issue of premivm bonds would
be of far greater opposition to the sale of
Tattersall’s tiekets in this State and the send-
ing of money from this State to Hobart,
than would be the tax on sweep tickets. An-
other feature of the Bill is that the holder
of bonds may sell them at any pevied. If
for instance a person were holding bonds
and difficult times came, oy he was leaving
the State, there would he nothing to prevent
him from selling those bonds. That is a
consuleration for the iavestor. One other
feature is that the persons wlio invest their
money in premium bonds are putting that
money nito what iz &t once both a safe in-
vestment and a speculation, for here we have
the two things combined. Many people of a
speculative turn of mind would be glad to
invest their money in thiz way, and such in-
vestments would be of advantage to the
State generally and to the Treasurer in par-
tienlar. T will support {he second reading,
and ! hope that if the Bill goes to another
place the Government will give it greater
eonsideration than they gave to the last Pre-
mium Bonds Bill,

HON. @G. FRASER (West) [7.50]: T
will support the second reading, but I am
doubtful about Clause 16. That eclavse
means that without the permission of the
Treasurer it will he impossible for any or-
ganisation in this State to run a lottery.

Hon. A. Lovekin: 11 it were for a good
purpose, the Treasurer wonld give permis-
slon.

Hon. G. FRASER: T am doubtful about
that, hecanse if it be the desire of the Gov-
eroment to have the money derived from
premium bonds, if is quite possible the Trea-
surer will noi consent to the running of a

lottery or art union in aid of charitable in-
stitutions.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about® the
£5,000 per apnum the Treasurer is going
to gel out of the tax on sweep tickets?

Hon. G. FRASER: It is provided in the
clause that no permission shall be granted
in respect of any lottery or sweepstake pro-
moted outside the boundaries of Western
Australia.  If this cluase goes throngh as
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printed, it will ruin any chance of getting
revenue from that source.

Hon. Sir Willimma Lathlain: A good thing
too.

Hon. G. FRASER: We cannot shut our
eyes to the fuct that we shall lose that rev-
enue altogether.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: We will do
our hest to stop the money going out of the
State.

Hon, G. FRASER: You cannot do that.
Already people requiring tickets in sweeps
run in other States can write direct for their
tickets, Still, there is a chance of some of
that revenue being retained in the State un-
der the tax suggested in the Bill which the
Minister proposes to reinstate next Tues-
day; there is a possihle chance of some of
the money for sweep tickets going through
agents and in consequence the tax being
gathered in by the Treasurer. But if this
clause becomes law there will be no chance
of getting any revenue from that source.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Bill has not heen
passed yet.

Hon. G. FRASER: It is as well to face
these fazets before the Bill passes. Whilst
I am in aceord with the system of preminm
bonds, I doubt whether they will be as sue-
cessful as Mr. Lovekin would like them to
be. In the first place the people have to he
educated up to what premium bonds mean.
As I sald when speaking on another measure
last week, I am doubiful if the estimated
revenne will be derived from this sourece.
Many people have no idea of the premium
bouds system, and ce tainly they will not in-
vest in the scheme until they know what it
means.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: You three
wmembers from the West Province can easily
inform the whole of the people of Fre-
mantle.

Hon. G. FRASER: We will endeavour to
dv so. To raise suflicient money to be of
any great advantage to the State, the people
must be educated to a elear meaning of
premium bonds. The easiest way to educate
them of course will he to tell them it is &
Scotehman's lottery, whieh T think they will
understand. When the Bill is in Committee
it will be necessary to amend Clause 16.
FEither we shall have to rule it out, or alter-
natively rule out the Bill that is to come
before us next week; for the two cannot
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go hand in hand. 1f the clause be agreed
to in its present form there will be lost to
the State a great deal of revenue from the
sale of tickets in lotteries eondueted outside
the State

HON. A, LOVEEIN. (Metropolitan)
(In reply) [7.55]: I thank members for
the reception they have aceorded to the
Bill and for their informative diseussion
upon it. If I do not at this juncture reply
to the criticism levelled against the Bill,
T will gladly do so in Committee if the
necessary questions are put to me. TUnless
we can get the Bill through this evening,
it will again become one of the slaughtered
innocents and will be lost altogether; for
T understand that another place will not
he sitting after next week, and so, unless
we can get the Bill to them by Tuesday
it will have no chance of being passed this
session. I hope merabers will assist me in
getting it through Committee to-might so
that we may send it to another place with-
out delay.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. CORNELL in the Chair, Hon. A,
Lovekin in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 14—agreed to.
Clause 15: Publization of results.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The principle in
this clause should not be supported by the
{Committee, for it might be used as a pre-
cedent, and certainly it would be distaste-
ful to many newspaper proprietors who
generously give their space {o less con-
tentious matters. I suggest the Govern-
ment publish an offieial list, just as is done
in respect of lotteries. The official list
should be sent wherever it is possible for
people to purchase a ticket. I presume
tickets would be available for purchase at
banks or public offices and those are the
places where the official lists should be
filed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: T drafted the clanse
in the interests of the mewspapers. The
publication of these listz is always good
copy for the papers, and that is why I
thought the papers should be compelled to
publish the lists.
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Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes R .. .. 10
Nees . 7
Majority for .. 3

AVES,

Hon. Q. F. Baxter Hon. J. J. Holmes

Hon. J. T. Franklin Hen, $ir W, Lathlain

Ifnn, 6. Fraser . Hon. A, Lovekin

Hon, E. H. Gray Hon. C. H. Witteroom

Hot V. Hamersi ¥ Hon. Sir Q. Nathan
{2eller.)

NoOEs.

Han. J. M. Drew : Hon. E. Rose

Hon. E. H. Harris i Han. H. Seddon.

o (G, AL Kemiptosn Hon, W. J. Mann

Roo. J. Nicholson (Telior.)

(Nause thus passed.
Clause 16—Offenees:

Hon. G. FRASER:
ment—

That the proviso be struck out.

I move an amend-

If the Government are to receive taxation
from another measure which will come be-
fore the House, it is necessary that the
proviso be struck ount. It will not be
possible for any ageney for outside lotter-
ies to have offices in the State and the re-
sult will be that people will write direct
10 Tasmania for their tiekets.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is the very thing
we want to accomplish.

Hon. G. FRASER: If it would accom-
plish what the hon. member desires I
would be with him. The proviso will sim-
ply mean driving money ont of the State.
Premium bonds will appeal to a certain
section, but they will not appeal to that
section who will, whatever happens, invest
in Tattersall’s eonsultation.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: This proviso will
not affect Tattersall’s.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes, revenue that
would be got from the sale of Tattersall’s
tickets loeally will be lost if the provise is
left in.

Hon. J. Nickolson: You had better leave
this to the Treasurer in another place.

Hon. G. FRASER: It may be overlooked
in another place.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: T sup-
port the clause as it stands because it is the
greatest virtue in the Bill. Y am eoncerned
about the powers that should be vested in
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the Treasurer, and if we delete the proviso.
we will delete the piece-de-resisiance of
the clause.

Hon. fir CHARLES NATHAN : Member:
who have had experience of the Prohibi-
tion Act in Ameriea will know thai Acts of
this nature are far-reaching and bring the
law into ridicule, besides making people
law-breakers. If we pass the clause as it
stands, anyone who wants to write to Tat-
tersall’s in Tasmania for a ticket will have
to apply to the Treasurer for permission.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Nobody is debarred
from writing.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAX: They
are debarred from purchasing or selling
tickets without permission of the Treasurer.
This is an attempt to try to make people
zood by Act of Parliament. [ intend to voir
against the elause,

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: One of the things
we are trying %0 bring about is to prevent
the sending of money out of the State for
tickets in econsultations. My desire is to
close up the agencies that are here. Of
course people will be able to write and
receive a reply, and the law will be broken.
Buot we cannot stop that. We can, how-
ever, reduce the facilities. What we want
to do is to divert to our own use here the
huge sums of money that at present are
sent out of the State. X hope the Committec
will not strike out the proviso. If the clause
is not acceptahle, I suggest that it shonld be
amended in another place. I trust members
will not amend the Bill if they can avoid it,
becanse delay at this stage may resalt in the
loss of the Bill altogether.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSON: While I appre-
ciate Mr. Lovekin’s desirve that the Bill shall
not he amended so that it can be transmitted
to the Legislative Assembly forthwith, I am
afraid the clause before the Committee wii)
provide ample grounds for discussion when
it is dealt with in the Assembly. For in-
stance, T am afraid the clause really amends
Section 212 of the Criminal Code, which
specifically prohibits that which the clause
impliedly anthorises, with the consent of the
Treasurer. The Criminal Code prohibits
sweepstakes or lotteries; the clause seems
to conflict with that provision.

Hon. G. FRASER : I appreciate the point
that any amendment that is snceessfully
moved will retard the progress of the Bill,
which T am anxious to see pas. . In the
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circumstances, I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdvawn.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 17, 18-—agreed to.
Titlt.,__agrecd to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Standing Orders Suspension.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: In order to faeili-
tate the consideration of the Bill in another
place, I would ask the Minister to move the
suspension of the Standing Orders, so that
the Bil! may be read a third time and trans.
mifted to the Assembly. If the Bili is trans-
mitted by message to the Assembly this
evening, it will afford hon. members there
an opportunity to deal with it, whereas de-
lay of a day or two may mean the loss of
ihe Bill altogether.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER STPPLIES: I move—

That sv much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as is nceessary to enable the Bill to
ags the remaining stages at the present sit-
ting.

Question put.

The PRESIDENKT: There being no dis-
sentient voice, and more than an absclute
majority of the members present, T declare
the motion carried.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Assembly.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s further Message.

Message from the Assembly received anl
read notifying that it had agreed to the
alternative amendment made by the Couneil.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Assembly’s Messnge.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.
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BILL—RESERVES.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Couneil.

BILL—ANATOMY.
Assembly’'s Message.

Message from the Assémbly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

BILL—TOTALISATOR DUTY ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 27th November of the debate on the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee,
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 27th November of the debate on
the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Minjster
for Country Water Supplies in charge of
the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Liability to make contributions
may be suspended in the case of necessitous
members ;

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to para-
graph (a}:—‘‘or owing to any other cause
tleemed sufticient by the committee of any
gociety.’’
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When the Tenants, Purchasers and MMort-
gagors’ Relief Bill was being discussed, it
was stated that unemployment was not the
only eause of necessitous ecireumstances. A
man, old and unable to work, might be de-
pendent upon the rent of a cottage, the
tenant of which might obtain a protection
order against him. Thus he and his depen-
dants would be deprived of the income upon
which they relied.

Hon. J. .J. Holmes. Is there any objection
to your amendment?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON I understand the
Minisier objeets to it. That man would be
in necessitous circumstances not due to un-
employment,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What do the friendly
societies think of yowr umendment?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: I do not knoow.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: The Bill is the re-
sult of a lengthy consultation hetween rep-
resentatives of the friendly societies and the
registrar. The point contained in the amend-
ment was brought wunder the registrar’s
notice and, after the ronfercoce, eight grand
secretavies informed him that the amend-
ment would be dangerous, as it would open
the door too wide. They were prepared and
able to deal with such cases to a limited ex-
tent. The officials of the sovieties know
what they wani, and we should nof force
ftoo much upon them.

Hon. W. J. Mann: They will know to
their sorrow if the Bill passes.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: We should not in-
erease the burden beyond what they have
requested.

Hon. J. Nicholson: This would not in-
crease the buvden, but would give them a
power they do not now possess.

The MINISTER TFOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: They could he pressed
to exercise the power, and peossibly undue
pressure would be brought to bear upon
them.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It would merely be
lawful for them to consider other causes.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: If they were forced
to exercise the power it might prove detri-
mental.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHUAIN: The
Minister has stated the position elearly. The
friendly societies say that the Bill covers all

2305

their requiremenis. They have power to
grant velief it they think fit, and it would
he wise not to include the mmendment.

Hon, FE. H, HARRIS: I inquired from
the sceretary of the lodge of which I am
a member, and he indieated there had been
& conference between the representatives of
the Triendly sneieties and the registrar. The
whole thing is worked on an actuarial basis.
T the door were opened as suggested by
AMr. Nicholson 1 questicn whether the regis-
trar would he in accord with the alteration.
1 received a notice from the society to which
I helong indicating that a levy lad heen
strmuek for unemployment I was informed
that with the aid of this money it was hoped
to he ahle to keep these people finaneial, If
the amendment is carvied it will place an
unknown liability upon existing members.

Hon. G. FRASER : T support the amend-
ment. 1 have taken an active interest in
friendly societics for many years. Some-
thing of the kind moved by Mr. Nicholson
has heen required by them for a long time.
Societies have heen endeavouring to give re-
lief to old members who, because they have
retired from employment find diffieulty in
keeping up their contributions, as a econse-
quenee of which they lose the benefits that
would otherwise acerue to them. It is de-
sived that some means should be found to
keep Lheir membership alive. Surely most
of the societies are finaneial enough to cover
a sihall charge of that nature. The general
secretary of one society told me it was de-
sirable that the amendment should be car-
ried. Tt does not interfere with the right
of the corimittees to safeguard the funds of
their organisation. During the war most of
the societies carried the responsibility of all
their members who went to the front. They
have survived the ordeal and are in a flour-
ishing position to-day. Societies should have
greater powers than they now possass to
help those who are unemployed.

The CHAIRMAN: Does Mr. Nicholson
mtend to amend paragraph (h) if his
amendment is carried, becanse if it is not
altered the percentage of members “in ne-
ressitous eircumstances” muost of necessity
be reduced?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I would like to
inform members how it was I came to move
this amendment. I listened to the remarks
of the Minister on the seecond reacdinz and
nlso to the remarks on the Bill dealinse with
tenants, mortgagors and purchasers. T felt
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that if it were just to extend privileges to
persons in necessitous cases due to uuem-
ployment in ¢onnection with those measures,
it was egually just that they should be ex-
tended to persons who mighi be helped by
friendly societies, That is what caused me
to frame this amendment.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why push on to the
societies something they do not wautf

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I had uc idea T
would be responsible for creafing this posi-
tion. 1 admit that my amendment may
affect another part of the Bill, as indicated
by the Chairman. I do not wish to press
my amendment, but I do want hon. mem-
bers to realise how it came about that I
moved the amendment. The matler is
purely permissive. I thought a widening of
their powers to benefit their members would
be welcomed by the societies.

Amendment put and negatived.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 would peint out to
the Ainister that Clause S deals with the
duration, not of the Bill, but of wue section
of the Bill. Therefore the dwration should
he expressed, not in Clanse 8 at the end of
the Bill, but in the elause of which the dura-
tion is limited. [f that is done, the Com-
mittee can vote against Clause 3 when it
i reached.

The MINISTER FOR (COUXNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: I thank you for the
snggestion, Mr, Chairman, and shatl act
cpon it. I move an amendment—-

That the followiug be inscerted to stand as
Rubelnuse 2:-—*Thig section, vr any suspen-
sion granted thercunder, shall uot continue in
ojwtation after o date te be tixed by pro-
clamation for the termination of this see-
tiom, "

Amendment put and paseed: the clauvse,
as amended, agreed to.

(lauses 4 to 7—agreed to.
Clanse 8—negatived.
Title—sgreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—ENTERTAINMENTS TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. Gornell in the Chair; the Miuister
ior Country Water Supplies in charge of
the Bill.

[COUNCIL.]

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Entertainments tax to hu paid
into Consolidated Revenue Fund:

Hon. J. M. DREW: I move an anend-
mnen{—

That in proposed Seetion 13 the words,
‘“C'onsolidated Revenne Fund’" be struck ont,

and ‘‘Hospital fund established nuder tle
Hospital ¥Fund Act, 1930 ingerted in lieu.

Under the Entertainments Tax Assessment
Act passed in 1925, the proceeds were to go
into a speeial fund at the Treasury, called
the hospital fund. This Bill proposes
that the proeeeds shall be paid into
Consolidated Revenuve. The Government
fell us that the hospital fund will
receive the fees paid at the various Govern-
ment hospitals. These fees last year
amounted to £36,000. The proceeds from
the entertainments tax last year were
£37,000. Much less, however, will he col-
lected this year in patients’ fees. Under the
Hospital Fuad Bill, eertain henefits are to
be recetved hy contributors—eontributors on
the basic wage, married persons and their
dependants, and also single persons. In
view of the depression existing throughout
the State, there will he this vear a consider-
able number of what are termed indigents.
Last year there was little more than the
normal number of indigents entitled to free
treatment. This year the number is bound
to increase considerably. Consequently
nothing like £36,000 will bhe raised per
medium of pattents’ fees. Proceeds from
the entertainments tax will also diminish,
but only to a limited extent. Amusements
are still in full blast, going almost as stronyg
as ever. Whatever depression may exist,
amusements will continue to be patronised.
There is a Bill doubling the amount of the
exisling entertainments tax; and we can
anticipate that from that source not less
than £€30,000 will be veceived this year,
£37.000 having been received last year. If
£30,000 from taxation of entertainments
woes into the hospital fund, the hospitals
should have no reason to complain. They
will be able to earry on under those condi-
tions, but not under the conditions proposed
by the Government.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: I must opposs the
amendment. Last year the hospitals re-
ceived £104,000 from Consolidated Revenue,
and £37,000 from the entertainments tax;



[4¢ DeceEmBER, 1930.]

a total of €141,000. [t is estimated that this
vear thex will receive £156,000 from Con-
solidated Revenue, plus patients’ fees of
£34,000 odd; a total of some £190,000.
Therefore they will he better off this vear by
roughly £30,000. Mr, Drew suggesrs also
giving the hospitals the proceeds of the
entertainments tax. However, the hespitals
will be well eatered for without that addi-
tional money, though they may be somewhat
short of funds in the coming year, und the
deficiency may have to be made up by the
Treasury. With the return of normal times,
the somrces of revenne already ussigned to
the hospitals should prove ample. Also mein-
hers must realise the position of the Govern-
ment’s finances. With the hospital tax and
the patients’ fees the hospitals will have ail
they require. I trust the amendment will
not be carried.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: 1 trust the amend-
ment will be carried. That the taxation on
amusements should go to Consolidated Rev-
enue is n wicked proposal. Nobody attend-
ing a picture show or a theatre minds pay-
ing a small tax in order to help the sick, but
everybody would ohjeet to paying such a
tax for the assistanee of the Treasury, Not-
withstanding what the Minister has said, I
contend there is Bome £30,000 at stake in
the three liospitals in the mefropolitan area,
The Minister the other night said the Perth
Hospital received only £3,780 from volun-
tary contributions. Aectually that hospital
is receiving over £6,000 from that source,
while the Fremantle Hospitai collects £4,000,
and the Children’s Hospital about £10,000.
With the passing of the Bill those voluntary
contributions will disappear. I hope the
amendment will be carried.

Hon. J. M. DREW: The Minister on the
second reading said that under the Bill the
bhospitals would bernefit by from £18,000 to
£20,000 per annum. No dounbt he expected
that £36,000 would be collected in patients’
fees. I remind him that the cost of collec-
tion of the tax will have to be deducted from
the figures he used, amounting perhaps to
£5,000, in addition to which there will be the
cost of administration. Throngh public ap-
peals £30,000 is collected every year on be-
half of hospitals, but the response to those
appeals to a large extent will cease when the
Bill comes into operation. TUnless we can
get the enfertainments taxzation for hos-
pitals, the fufure for those institntions is by
no means bright. I suggest the Minister
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take back the patients’ fees and give the
hospitals the entertainments tax.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Mr. Drew suggests
the entertainments tax should go to the hos-
pitals, and Mr. Gray says it is a vieious
principle to put the entertainments tax into
Consolidated Revenue. Does not Mr. Gray
remember that when the Federal Govern-
mené relieved the community of entertain-
ments tax on tickets up to half a erown,
the late State Government at once imposed
the same tax on the pretext that the money
was to be used for hospitals, whereas it was
put into Consolidated Revenue.

Hon. J. M. Drew: No fear.
for hospitals, every penny of it.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I am glad to hear
that. The Commonwealth Government tax
all entertainments, but de not wuse the
money for hospitals.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We need not follow the
bad example of the Commonwealth,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member
complains of the State putting entertain-
ment taxation inio Consolidated Revenne,
but never complains of the Commonwealth
Government doing the same. However, it does
not matter much where the money comes
from, so long as the hospitals ean get suffi-
ient.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Tf there should he a
deficiency, who will have to find the money.

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: The Government,
Hon. J. Nicholson : Exactly.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

It was used

Ayes .. . . .. 4
Noes . ‘e . oo 14
Majority against .. 10
AYES,
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. A. Lovekin
Hon. Q. Fraser Hon. E. H, Gray
(Teller.)
Nogs, -
Hon. C. F. Baxter { Hon. W, J. Mann
Hen, J, T, Frankilln Hon. G. W. NMiles
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon." Sir €. Nathan
Hou. E, H. Harris 'an I Nichnlsop
Fisa t a0 Holmaeas Hon. H. Seddon
Hon, Sir W. Lathlain Hoan. C. H. Witlencom
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane' Hen. E. Rose
(Teiler.?

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
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Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—ENTERTAINMENTS TAX ACT
AMENDMENT.

Yeecond Reading.

Debate resimmed from the 26th November,

HON. A. LOVEEIN (Melropolitan)
[9.297: T ask the Minister wheiber he would
have any objection to referring the Bill to
# seleel committee, just to take the evidence
of two or three witnesses. A number of
persons headed by My, Keall, the solivitor,
waited upon me and pointed out that if
# change were made in the incidence
of the schedule, the Government would get
£85,000 instead of £56,000 from the tax.
It was pointed out to e that the tax counld
be made to yield considerably more money,
and I think that statement ought to be
fested. In cases such as these we should
make inguiries from  people who know

something about the particular business. 1 °

was also told that on Sunday nights, if the
entertainment promeoters were allowed Lo
charge a fee, instead of collecting a silver
coin, a tax could be impesed and that would
produce about £7000. It would also help
the picture industry by reason of the pro-
moters not having to provide police assist-
ance to control the gueues that formed out-
side, [t was ulro pointed out to me that
opersz companies and professional pianists
e vielinists whose charmes of admission
were very much higher than those of the
picture shows, paid tax only to the Com-
monwealth and not to the State. Tt was
contended that a tax of 1d. or 2d. on the
higher priced ticketz would yield a consid-
erable sum of money to the State Govern-
ment. Tt was urged that an extra half-
penny on the range of tickets which wer.
mare largely purchased than those of a higher
price would produnce s considerable sum.
I cannot say whether these statement:. fhin'
are made to me.are correct, though they
were made by veputable people and vouched
for by Mr. Kenll, who iz well known to ths
commanity but we should at least have the
opportunity to examine withesses and learn
how far their statments hear out what ba«
been =aid. We can do that by appoinfine
a welect committee. The point arices that if

[COUNCIL.]

we find means of increasing the revenue to
he derived from the tax from £56,000 to
£83,000 as suggested, we should be ecasting
an additional burden on the people, and thi»
House would not have the right to amend
the Bill in that direction. We eould, how-
ever, get reliahle evidence, and that evidence
could he submitted to the Government. Then
it would be open to the Government to drop
the schedule attached fo the preseat Liii aund
prepare another. We must, however, he
sure that the evidenee is correct and reliable,
and that is why we should appoint a select
committee.  That committee ecounld get
through its work in one day,

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATELAIN
{Metropolitan-Suburhan} [9.35]: I support
My, Lovekin's vequest for the appoinément
of a seleet committee. 1, too, have heen in-
terviewed by various sections of the picture
industry, and it appears to me that there
are diverse opinions as to the manner of
imposing the tax. There are what might
Le called the lesser or suburban picture
theatres which mostly charge lower prices
for admission, and their desire is that the
tax should he increased on the higher-priced
tickets. On the other band, the larger city
theatres, whose prices are Migher than those
of the suburban theatres, consider that the
tax should he more egually spread and that
there should he small exemption on the
cheaper tickets, With Mr. Lovekin I agree
that we could get enlightenment on these
points by calling evidence. Tt might be
possible for the select committee to suggest
a combination scheme which would probably
meet the wishes of both seetions. Some time
ago I endeavoured to get the interested par-
ties to agree to a partienlar scheme so that
they could present a united front, but T
have heard nothing further about it. I sup-
port the request for the appointment of a
select committee.

HON. J. T. FRANELIN (Metropolitan)
[9.38%: T alsn strongly support the reguest
for the appointment of a select committee.
By referring the BRill to a seleet committee
we shall not be retarding its progress, be-
cause the committee cowd take evidence and
its report could be presented to the House
when we meet again next Tuesday. T agree
with other speakers that thoze who are
intorezted in the amusement business should
be eonsulted, especially as their idea is not
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to eut down the amount of revenne the Gov-
ernment hepe lo receive, but to increase it.
Hon. rwembers may regard that as rather
strange, bul in making the suggestion the
promoters expect {o benefit themselves as
well as the (overnmeni, We realise that
we shonld not periinps inerease the tax on
the lower-priced tickets, because the patrons
of the cheaper places of entertainments can-
not afford to pay more, but the purchasers
of higher-priced tickets would not objeet to
paying 1d. or 2d. more than they are con-
tributing now. The Commonwealth take the
iax beyond a certain amount and the State
goes up to a certain figure, and thercfore
if we can make a recommendation as a re-
sult of the evidence to be taken hefore a
select eommittee, which will assist the Gov-
ernment, the matter can be finalised at the
next sitting of the House. If necessary,
also, we could suspend the Standing Orders
and put the Bill through its remaining
gtages.

HON. J. CORNELL (South [940]: I
confess I am in a fog in regard to the re-
ruest for a seleet committee. This is a tax
Bill, and not a machinery Bill, and if the
Bill should be defeated on the second read-
ing the existing tax would remain. Tf the
Bill survives the second reading and is re-
Eerred to a select committee, all that the seleet
ommittee can do will be to recommend a
reduction in the rate of the tax.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Alter the in-
eidenee.

Hon. J. CORNELT: You ean alter the
rate; you can do that in {‘ommitiee.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We ean do something
more than that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not see what
more ean be done. The Bill has come to us
from another place. [t contains only the
rate of tax. If we send it to a seleet com-
mittee, what ean that select commitice do
other than to recommend the rate of tax teo
be increased?

Hon. A. Lovekin: There are things a select
eommittee can do.

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: It is not desirable
that the Hounse shonld do what is snggesied.
I the inecidence of the tax is wrong, and a
hetter method can be devised, the proper
apurse for the suppliants of that method is
to o to the Premier and request him to in-
struet his Minister to withdraw the Bill in
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this House so that in another place a new
Bill may be iotroducerd.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The ’remier is unap-
proachuble at present; we tried bhim.

Hon, J. CORNELL: This Hounse would
then he on good and safe grounds.  This
House is to some cxtent emcumseribed in
its operations, and rightly too T think. We
are limited to the faet that we may reduce
4 tax or increare exemptivn, or lignten the
hurden on the people. Further than that
we eannot Lo, So to make a suggestion
throngh o select econmittee to His Excei-
lency’s advisers as is proposed wilt only be
courting disaster. If a sufficiently good case
were made out it could be properly repre-
sented to the Premier.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That might he done
after the select committee has taken evidence.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If it were put to
the Premier in the proper light and then
he refused to instruct the Minister to with-
draw the Bill T am fearful of what might
result when the matter was dealt with later
on.

Hon, A. Lovekin: The Premier could not
indge until he received the evidence.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am afraid I can-
not he a partv to such a proposal. Deal-
ing with the Bill itself the imposition of
an entertainments tax in this State had a
rather doubtful hirth. During the war
perind, the tax was not imposed as a State
measnure, hut the Commonwealth levied once
as an emergency impost. At first it was
levied on charges of admission of 1s. and
upwards, bat later the Commonwealth im-
posed the tax on prices higher than 2s.
6a. It was significant that immediately
the Commonwealth evacuated the field of
taxation up to half a erown, the Collier Gov-
ernment stepped in and availed themselves
of the opportunity to impose the tax, to
the extent the Commonwealth Government
had relingnished it, for the purpose of assist-
ing hospitals. Had the State entertainments
tnx not been specifically earmarked for that
purpose, I doubt whether the Counecil would
have agreed to pass it. Although we are
now lahouring under severe economit and
financial disabilities, there are certain cardi-
nal principles that we should not allow to
he subordinated. The Government propese
to double the present rate of tax and, on
top of that, fo double the Commonwealth
tax over half a erown. The tax will not he
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for hospital purposes but for that of con-
solidated revenue.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The flappers and their
sweethearts will pay up.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I should say that the
logical deduetion to be made is that if the
Government do not impose a direet tax for
hospital purposes, then the reason for which
the entertainments tax was levied has dis-
appeared.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Substitute “‘unemploy-
ment” for “hospitals.”

Hon. J. CORNELL: From time to tine,
I have uttered my protest against those
who seck to condemn others who may spend
a little of their money on amusements or
gport rather than on theology or a Bible
society. Mr. Holmes is the biblical auth-
ority in this Chamber and he has told us
that “man cannot live by bread alone.”

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Irishman said he
might die of thirst.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Trishman would
zlso have agreed that unless he had a little
entertainment, his mental faculties would be
dulled. Some mild form of amusement is
just as necessary to the welfare of the in-
dividual as is any form of religions worship.
Both are essentials. In these days of de-
pression and distress a man is entitled to
:pend a few shillings on a pictore show
und thus forget his troubles for an hour or
two. It is good for the body and for the
gsoul. For my part, I am in favour of that
part of the tax that doubles the Common-
wealth impost, but I would plead for
oreater consideration regarding tho tax to
be imposed on the lower prices. To myv miml
the impost on the lower prices is not that
cf a bushranger, but of a parroiter. Why
ean we not tackle the position by means of
dirveet taxation imposed on people who are
earning, and leave those wlo are not in
that fortunate position to enjoy a pieture
show at the cheapest rates possible. I can-
not wnderstand the Minister’s estimate re-

. garding the return to be derived from the
tax. He estimated an additional £20,000,
hut, aceording to my estimate, it is more
likely to be between £70,000 and £80,000.

Hon. G. W. Miles: In these days of de-
pression®

Hon, 1. J. Holmes: There i= no depres-
sion at the picture shows.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Snrely we should
allow the people to enjav the lower prices
in these times.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, W, J. Mann: Let them go ishing.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There is plenty of
room for them in the ehurches,

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am quite convinced
ihat there will he a yreat falling off :n
the patronage of the higher priced theatri-
cal shows, but I do not know why there
shonld be any falling off in attendances at
1he lower priced picture chows.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If people can afford
to go to picture shows, they shonld be pre-
pared to pay the incrensed taxation and so
assist the State.

Hon, J. CORNELL: With all siucerity, 1
say that if a man who iz out of work, has
1s. to spend and cares to Zo to n pieture
show where he can forget his troubles for
a few hours, then it is no more right to tax
that man than it would be to tax an indi-
vidual hecanse he put 1s. in the plate at
church. T feel that my pleas will fall on
deaf ears but, while I shall support the
second reading of the Bill, T hope the Min-
ister will give sympathetic consideration to
the question along the lines T have sug-
gested.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I move—-

That the debate be adjourned.

By way of explanation, I assure the Leader
of the House that I have no wish to embar-
rass him but rather to help the Government.
We desire to make some special inquiries,
and an adjournment till the next sitting
will give us time to do it.

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: The Bill has heen hefore the Honse
for a lonz time and now at the eleventh
hour members snggest it Is necessary to
emhark upon special inquiries’

Hon. G, W. Miles: We can expedite mat-
ters at the next sitting.

Motion put and passed.

BILL—HOSPITAL FUND (CONTRIBU-
TIONS).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER TFOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
—FKast) [10.0] in moving the second reading
said: This Bill is the taxing measure for
the Hospital Fund Bill and its passage i3
desived to fix the rate of tax to be imposed.
The Bill provides for the imposition of a
tax of 114d. on all salaries and wages and
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a similar tax on all income. As expleined
during the discussion on the Hospitul
Fuad Bil, it s expected that the rate of
tax proposed in this Bill will yield £156,000
for hoespital purposes. The measure is in-
troduced in fulfilment of the statutory
obligation to impese the tax and. until it
s passed, nothing ¢an be done in the way
of collecting the tax. T move—

That the Bill be now rend a second time,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Conumnittee without
debate, reported withount amendment and
the report adepted.

MOTION—COLLIE POWER SCHEME.

Debate resumed from the 19th Novem-

ber on the following metion by Hon. A.
Lovekin—
. That in the opinion of this House the best
intereats of the State will be servel by in
stalling anv new units for production of
clectric power at {‘ollie instead of at “ast
Pertl.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan—in
reply} [1047: [ put the motion on the
Notice Paper purely to deal with the
merits. Up to a certain point I was pre-
pared to keep to the merits of whether
the new unit should be placed at East
Perth or at Collie. But a change has
eome over the seene, and I am placed in a
rather awkward position. 1 put up the
case on the strength of the statement of
the engineer in charge of the East Perth
power scheme that as soon as he had an
output of 50,000,000 to 100,000,000 units
per year, he would recommend the Govern-
ment to spend £1,500,000 to instal a gener-
ating plant at Collie.  Acecording to the
official report before us, the facts are that
the output is not 50,000,000 but 88,000,000
units and is on the increase. No doubt it
will increase; otherwise he would not be
pressing so much for additional plant,
Half the generating cost of the current is
the coal bill, and on that coal no less than
£72,000 was paid for haalage last year.
The saving of that amonnt in itself, even
to-day, wounld be sufficient to pay the in-
terest and sinking fund on the £1,200,000
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required to erect a plant at Collie, and I
do not think anyone would challenge the
statement that the place to instal a power
plant is at the seat of the coal supply. The
more extensions we make at East Perth,
the more we shall have to spend on the
haulage of coal. In order that we might

ccaren the ecst of cwirent, we ought
fo try o =ave that conl haunlage cos..
There is this to be said in favour

of the Coliie seheme, that the districts
through which the transmission lines would
pass would also reguire a tremendouns lot
of current, and the plants now in use, one
of which 1 believe is being ran by oil im-
ported from Ameriea, eould be dispensed

with and the current could be sup-
pled more economically from a head
station located at Collie 1 am not

at all satisfied that the ecoal being used
at East Perth is the most economical
coal for generating current as cheaply as
possible. I am told that the old dump
which was at Collie for years and on to
whieh dump the ashes of the mine, when it
was burnt, were thrown, together with
other mueck, bas largely been sent to the
power house at East Perth and consumed
by means of a new patent burner, which
is said to give better results than if the
large coal were used. That may or may
not be so; there has been no test, and it is
all important, especially to the metropoli-
tan area, that the eurrent should be gener-
ated as cheaply as possible. Those are
the merits of the case. I would have been
content to stop there but for the fact that
I got rather a shock in a reply to a ques-
tion I asked in this House as to public
servants who were drawing more than one
salary. The question was submitted for
quite another purpose. I had been in-
formed that musicians, who were also civil
servants and on a small wage, were being
debarred by the Public Service Commis-
gtoner from engaging in more than one job.
They were being prevented from earning
10s. by playing their fiddles or trombones,
but other officers higher in the serviee
were drawing large salaries for more than
one job. But the last item which appeared
on that return gave me a shock and showed
how necessary it is that we should have an
independent report as to the advisableness
of installing a power station at Collie. No
one can say that a pergson who is in charge
of the Perth works and who is receiving,
in addition to his salary from the Govern-
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ment, some £60 per month from the eol-
lieries, is one upon whom we should rely
to advise us whether it is a good
project to erect a station at Collie
Should not we get information from
an independent source? In view of
that faet, the House shonld pass the
motion without any hesitation because
it predicates an independent inquiry and in-
dependent adviee to the Government. T do
not wish to disecuss the seheme further, but
the Minister’s reply was more or less piffle
and rubbish when he talked about the windd
that would blow between Collie and Perth,
capsize the transmission lines and involve
the Government in tremendons eost to re-
store them.

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: I ask the hon. member to withdraw
that stafement. I made no sueh statement.

The PRESIDENT : The hon. member will
accept the Minister’s assurance.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I am not allowed
to look at “Hansard,” but my recollection
of the Minister’s statement was that he was
advised there would be considerable cost
attached fo having a station at Collie and
keeping the East Perth power house going,
hecause the transmission lines were lable to
be damaged by storms and fires, and there
would he breakdowns,

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: T made no such statement.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Then T have been
wool-gathering.

Hon. W. J. Mann: If the lines will not
he blown down it is all in favour of wour
motion.

The PRESIDENT: T am sure the hon.
member will aceept the Minister’s assurance.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I must aceept it. T
was about to ask why much longer trans-
mission lines than would be required to link
Collie with Perth exist in Canada and the
United States, .

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: And Italy.

Hon. A, TLOVEKIN: There are lines sub-
jeet to the Aretie storms and the tremendous
veloeity attained by the winds that blow over
the Canadian area, and the lines do not come
to grief. Then, too, why have not the trans-
mission lines in Viecforia, which would be
equally long, eome to grief? Whatever de-
cision the House might have resolved to
zive on the merits of the case heretofore, T
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think it is incumbent upon members now to
pass the motion in order that the Govern-
went may be forced to make an independent
inquiry as to whether the Collie scheme is
the right projeet, or not. With these re-
marks I submit the motion to the House.
Hon. Sir Charles Nathan:
itoes nat ask for an inquiry.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I know. It asks
that no more money he spent on the Perth
power house, and that the seheme he taken
to Collie. T suggest now that the position
has ehanged. If the motion is passed in its
present form amd we say no mare money
shall be spent at East Perth, the Goverament
will be forced to hold an inquiry in order to
obtain an independent opinion as to whether
the Collie scheme is feasible or not. T feel
the position somewhat becanse no one on
the ficor of the House likes to aftack any-
one outside who has no opportunity of re-
plying. Therefore I say as little as possible
on the subject. Tt is the fact, however, that
the officer in charge of the power station,
who advised the ex-Minister and the present
Minister that the proposal to ereet a station
at Collie was not a practicable one, being in
receipt of £60 per month in addition to his
salary for advice given in connection with
other schemes, is a person upon whom the
House ought not to rely for an independent
Judgment as to the feasibility of this scheme.
Without saying more I submit the motion
to the House.

Your motion

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:--

Ayes 11
Noes 6
Majority for 5
AYES.
Hon. 1. Coraell Hon, W, J. Mann
Hon. E. H, Gray Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. V. Hamersley Haon., E, Rose
Hon. E. H. Harria Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon. Sir W. Lathlain ‘ Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. A. Lovekin (Tellery.
NoES.
Han. C. F. Baxter Hon, G. A, Kempton
Hnn. J. M. Drew Hon, Sir C, Nethan
Han, JJ, T. Franklin {Tellery.
Hon. G. Fraser

Question thus passed.

House adjourned al 1020 pm.



