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as Western Australia contains maniy dis-
tricts with varying populations, such as mini-
ina- towns which break out here and close
down there, it seems that it would be useful
for the court to retain these powers, though
it would not continue to rise them to a large
extent.

Mr. Willeock: There are no contributions
to the fund now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is
a reserve in the fund of between £8,000 and
£7,000.

Mr. H. W. 'Mann: It is no use keeping
it there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is very
useful to have it there, for it pays the ex-
lpelises of the Licensing Court.

Mr. Wilkcock: Suppose it had to be given
back to those who contributed it'?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It seems
impossible to begin working out a scheme
whereby that fund can be distributed in the
proper channels. If this part of the Act
were allowed to go out of existence, we
should have to set about working out how
to give it back. We could not give it back.

Mr. Willeock: Lots of people could make
a claim upon the fund.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One's
imagination fairly boggles at the job some-
one would have in working out the sumi. At
present the money is doing extremely useful
work in paying the expenses of the licensing
court.

-Mr. Willeock: Some of them.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Probably

all of them for a period. The continuation
of this power will not involve any additional
cost. The court must be there. The con-
tinuation of this part of the Act merely en-
ables the court to exercise certain functions
which could not be exercised without this
part.

On motion by 'Mir. Willcock, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT-SPEOIAL

THE PRE~NER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell-Northam) [2.11]: 1 move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until

7.30 p.m. to-day (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.12 a.mn. (Thursday).

Thursday, 4th December, 1980.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SITTINGS HOURS-ADDITIONAL.

Standing Order Suspension.

THE INISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Ron. C. F. Baxter
-East) [4.33]: I move-

That Standing Order No. 62 be suspeinded
for the remainder of the present session.

A glance at the Notice Paper will show that
wve have a fairly large volume of business
before its, in addition to which other Bills
wvill shortly be reaching us from another
place. Now that the session is drawing to
a close, it is necessary that I should be in
a position to deal with new business after
Il) p.m. I trust members will be reason-
able in the niatter, so that we may not be
crowded out and have very long sittings at
the fag end of the session.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE oF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hoan. G. W. Miles, leave
of absence granted to Hon. Sir Edward Wit-
tenoomn (North) for six consecutive sittings
of the House on the ground of ill-health.

BILL-HOSPITAL FUNUD.

Report of Committee adopted.
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BILL-FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT. was more plentiful and the results on certain

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
-East) [4.25] in moving the second reading
said: At present £5,000 is being paid annu-
ally into a special account to be used for
sandalwood reforestation, and the promotion
of the sandalwood industry generally. The
total paid into the special fund has amounted
to £25,000, of which £19,124 has been spent.
The balance of £E5,876 is considered byv the
Conservator of Forests sufficient to carry
out all wvorks for which the special fund was
established for a period of two years ahead.
In addition to the payments to the special
fund for sandalwood purposes, the general
reforestation fund contains £22,358 repre-
senting three-fifths of the net sandalwood
revenue credited to the general reforestation
fund during the year 1929-1930. The reve-
nue from the same source during the present
financial year is estimated at £10,000. In
view of the opinion of the conservator that
the balance of £5,876 in the special fund
will be sufficient for sandalwood purposes
for two years ahead, the Government con-
sider that the sandalwood money in the gene-
ral reforestation fund, totalling £22,358, and
the estimated revenue of £10,000 from san-
dalwood this year, should be transfenred to
Consolidated Revenue for use on essential
services for which at present money is dif-
ficult to obtaiin. That is the purpose of this
Bill.

TheW most important work carried out to
p.erpetuate san(Ialwood sirpplies has been
rite location and,~ leniareation of 357,000
acres carringtl- a large number of young san-
dalwood trees. Reserves which comprise that
area have been closed against further sandal-
wood pulling. The total areas, sown with
sandalwood seeds to date amount to 2,900
acres, of which 468 acres were sown last
year when the work was carried out on an
experimental scale on five different reserves.
En this work it is considered that the tech-
at pal pi obleans ini connection with the arti-
ficial regeneration of sandalwood by sow-
ing have now been solved, hut the extent to
which rabbits will affect survival during early
vears remains to he determined. The work
has been delayed by a series of dry seasons
on the Eastern Ooldflelds causing a disap-
pointing genninatioii of sandalwood nukA

classes of soil have been very satisfactory.
It has also been shown that seed sown dur-
ing dry years will retain their germinating
capacity, and will develop under better rain-
fall conditions. It is not considered, how-
ever, that the results so far obtained are
sufficient to justify sandalwood sowing ex-
cept by continuance on an experimental
scale.

Last Year 942 tons of sandalwood, valued
at £22,228, were exported, chiell 'v .
I odin and China. During the first thre-
months of the current year, 125 tons
oif sandalwood, valued at £2,178, have been
exported and as a result of arangemients
entered into with South Australia recently,'
P.pproximately 800 tons of sandalwood are
being shipped to China this wveek.
It is impossible to estimate what hir-
they shipments of sandalwood will be -cnt
away during the year, as they will depend
u1pon the manner in which the market re-
spondb to the recent arrangements with
South Australia. The market was, kept in
an unsatisfactory condition by the uncon-
trolled shipment of sandalwood obtained
from, private property in South Australia,
but that State now has legislation on the
same lines as Western Australia. Under
the agreement entered into with South Aus-
tralia last month, Western Australia may
ship 1,600 tons of sandalwood during the
,next six months, and South Australia mayi
ship during that period 450 tons from exist-
ing stocks. Since the special fund was estab-
lished, the expenditure from the yearly
amouint set aside of £5,000 has been-

1924-5
192.3-6
1926-7
1927-8
1928-9

- . . .. 3,269
- .. - . 3,253

-. .. .. 4,618
2,862

It will hie seen, therefore, that the
expenditure in no one Year reached
the full amount of £5,000 set aside
l'or the regeneration of sandalwood.

At present, in the opinion of the Conser-
vator of Forests, there is sufficient money in
the special fund to earry on the work for
two Years, and there is no reason why a fur-
ther £5,000 should be provided. If it is
paidl into the fund it will remain idle, and
that would be a wrong thing to permit in our

for several years, but last year the rainfall - present circumstances. If the Bill becomes
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law Consolidated Revenue, will receive san- The MINISTER FOR COUNSTRY
dalwood money totalling £22,358 at present
in the reforestation fund, and revenue from
sandalwood during this year estimated at
£10,000. It is right to provide for the re-
growth of sandalwood, which is a very valu-
able timber, but it is not necessary, in view
of the circumstances I have outlined, that
the State should be deprived of more rev-
enue than is required for that purpose, more
particularly when money is so urgently
needed for vital services. The measure un-
der discussion will continue in force until
the 30th June, 1931. 1 move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Oil motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.

Second Reading.

Order of the flay read for the resumption
from the previous day of the debate on the
second reading.

HON. H. SEDDON (Northi-East) [4.43]:
1 move-

That the debate be adjourned.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLJIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
-East) [4.441: We are approaching the
last stage of the session. It would be pref-

rahie, if members are not ready to pro-
ceed with this Order of the flay: that it
should he postponed until later on in the
sitting, say, until after Order of the Day
No. 9.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Give us the week-end
in order to look into these money Hills.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: Perhaps some mem-
ber will be prepared to go on with this Bill
later in the evening.

Hon. E. H. Har-ris: Wait until the select
committees have finished.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: I would prefer to
have the Order of the Day postponed until
later in the evening.

Hon. H. Seddon: I will withdraw my
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

WATER SUPPLIES: I move-
That consideration of tlhis Order of the Day

be postponed until after Order of the Daiy
No. 9.

Motion put and passed.

BILL,-PREMIUM BONDS.

Second Reading.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
14.47] in moving the second reading said:
Whatever may be our vieuis on Vic subject
of gambling, we live in a practical age and
must regard things from the standpoint at
%lhich they exist. We know that through-
out the world there are not tens of thous-
tinds but hundreds of thousands of pounds
which constitute what may be termned waste
money, and which people use for the pur-
pose of taking chances in the hope of be-
coming rich quicly. It is a vicious system,
lbut I am afraid it is one of those things we
are not yet sufficiently enlightenedl to stop,
Looking at the matter from a practical
point of view, one can hardly be surpriwe
that, for instance, a man on the basic wage
struggling to keep body and soul togetheit
is inclined to speculate an odd shilling in
two in the hope of turning it into pounds
so that he may immediately better his con
dition. If we cannot entirelyv cheek thesi
vicious habits, the next best thing is to tr7
to regulate them and make the indulgenec
of them fair and honest. Withi premiun
bonds as against lotteries, one has the dif
ference between what is praetical,, an in
vestment and what is a gamble. If when
in 1924, I put forward an exactly. similai
Bill to this, we had adopted the icasur
and carried it through, we should not nor
be wanti ng to put upon the statute-book
lot of peddling tax measures such as th
Hospital Fund Bill which we passed~ las
night. In my opinion, the first State ti
adopt the prneiple of using, in the mnanne
proposed by the Bill, the waste Inone:
to which I have referred, will be th,
State that will succeed better than an'i
other State. We shiall get a goodwill ii
the scheme, and the premium bond. will
,ro just as a snowball grows when rollini
down a slope. Only the other day T re
ceived a letter asking me to furnish par
ticulars of the schemne which I was ahon
to propose, and a copy of the sp&-eh
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mighit imake on the subject, with a view to
tbe samne proposition being put tip in Mel-
bourne. According, to the writer of the letter,
the scheme has the approval of no less a
financial authority that Mr. W. L. Baillien.
However, I am here to assist the State in
which 1 live; and I want Western Australia,
if possible, to get in first with the scheme.
1 have had it from the late Archbishop Riley
and from the Rev., 'Mr. Blanchard, a Pres-
Iiyteriaui minister here somne few years ago,
that they do not regard this schemne in the
light of a gamble, but rather iii the light
of an investment, which it really is. What
one does is to put in one's pound and buy
ai 1)0o(1 certificate. The mioney is treated
just as money is treated in a Starr-Bowkett
Society. The Starr-Bowkett bond r-emaini,
carrying& its interest; and instead of the:
interest being paid every year to the holder
of the bond, a portion of it is used to
provide free-of-interest, loans for other
people, and another portion for expenseq.
The holder of the certificate draws no in-
terest at all, unless he is so lucky as to draw
a loan of £500, which is free of interest for
the remtainder of the term. That, perhaps.
is a very good thing for the person who
draws the loan At the end of the term,
naturally, nobody loses any mponey, JIn the
case of premium bonds one puts in a pound,
aind that pound is invested in a. Gox ern-
ineat stock for 30 years. Interest, is paid
on it, tad half the interest goes to the
hospitals or to parks and reserves, less the
expenses, as I have suggested in this Bill,
and the other half is put into a pool and
drawn for in prizes twice every year. So that
a person who invests Ql in the scheme has
the satisfaction of knowing that half of the
shilling which is his annual interest goes to
the support of charities or useful public
works, while from the other half he may be
lucky enough to draw many limes the
amount in the shape of a prize. Some wvilI
never draw a prize at all, hut at the end of
the schemne will get their £61 back. In the
mean time, if any person who ha.. put £1
in desires to recoup himself the £ 1, he is
finite at liberty to sell his bond and send
it to the office for transfer to somebody else.

Hfon. H. Seddon: What will lie the si7.r
of the prizes under the scheme?

Iron. A. LOVEKIN; The size of the
prizes will he 50 per cent. of the intereqt.
Whatever the amount of the bonds suab-
scribed is, the prizes will be proportionate
to half the interest accrung therefrom.

The Bill provides for that. Premium bonds
are introduced under various systems. In
Europe there are hundreds of schemes.
Some of them pay so much for interest, so
much for the welfare of the city or town
where the scheme is put in operation, and
so much for prizes. This Bill, however,
restricts the distribution. Co prizes and to
contributions to hospitals or useful public
works. When 1 put the Bill up before, I
had quite a quantity of literature on the
subject, but it has got away from mne. L
have, however, a report dated November,
1924, issued for people in London. In
France there are dozens of these schemes
-Cr~dit National, 1923; Belgium Restora-
tion, 1922; French Cr6dit Fonejer Com-
munal, 1891; Town of Paris, 1919-; Town
of Paris, 1894-96, which by the way is
still running; Town of Paris, 1892; French
Ct~lit Foncier 1909; Credit Foncier, 1899;
Paris Exhibition, 1899; Brussels Canal-

Hon. J. Nicholson: What is the sub-
scribed capitalI

Hon. A. LOVERIN: From 500 million
francs downwards. Take Town of Paris,
19294; the first prize -was one million
francs; the second prize 100,000 francs ;
the third prize, 50,000 francs; then there
-were 405 prizes of 1,000 francs each.

Hon. H. Seddon: Are those the old
French francs?

Eon. A. LOVEflN: Yes. Those were
very good prizes at the time. Here again
is a little circular printed in London con-
cerning reparation bonds issued on the
same hueis. There were 138,780 bonuses,
as they are called, of £40 each; 2,880
bonuses of £200 each; half as many of
£400 each;, 1,300 bonuses of £2,000 each;
800 of £4,000 each. According to the
capital subscribed, these distributions give
very large prizes; and, as a corollary, pro-
vide large sums for the cities and towns
in which they are put up. A feature that
s;truck me more than anything else in con-
nection with the- Amiens distribution was
the number of beautiful buildings. and in-
stitutions erected by the municipality as
the result of its share of drawings of
premium bonds, or whatever name they
may be called by. Five years ago I was
in Paris when there was a drawing one
night. It was impossible to get down the
BRoulevard des Italiens for the crowds of
people with their ten francs tryin g to get
a bond in order to have a chance in the
drawing that was then about to take place.

22M)
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Thousands of people were unable to secure wvill have a channel through which they
certificattes that night. On the Continent
these drawings take place almost every
week-all front what I call the waste'
money; but it is waste money which is
being applied to good and useful purposes.
I do not know what is the amount recently
sent to Tattersalls-perhaps it is not so
much as previously-but when I put this
Bill forward originally, I had it on the
best authority available here that over
£300,000 had been sent in that year to
Tattersalls. Over £800,000 from the
400,000 people in this State! Tattersalls
sweeps, Dutch lotteries, Golden Caskets
and Chinese lotteries are all draining waste
money away from Western Australia in-
stead of its being retained here to do some
good locally. The Bill has for its object
the forcible keeping of that waste money
here, and it suggests to our people that
instead of sudden-death gambles in Tatter-
salls they shall have 60 drawings, one
every half year, in which they may win a
good substantial prize, according to the
amount subscribed, and- at the end of the
time get their pound back, as they do not in
any other lottery that is known. The people
get the use of this fair and legitimate
system of investment, and still have their
little gamble, as it may be called. They
will have the satisfaction at least of know-
ing they are doing some good with the
money they axe investing, and that it is
not all going awvay in expenses, as occurs
in Tattersalls, where a man has only to
invest £E1 three or four times before he
has lost all of hiis, £1 in expenses. I suggest
that if this State is the first to launch this
scheme, it will get the greater benefit: be-
cause we shall have money coming into the
State from Chinese, Dutch, German, French
and Indian people, all making applications
here for these premium bonds. Just at
the present time, such would be mnone 'y paid
where the State most wants it; that is to

sy , from countries where there is a gold
currency existing. We shall be getting the
money in the shape of subscriptions for
the bonds. And the money which is sub-
scr-ibed internally, not only in this State,
but throughout Australia, will be invested
in our Government bonds and so will be
available for use by the Government, who
will have to pay only the ordinary interest
on it every half year, as on any other loan.
So from all points of view there is great
advantage in these scheme, and the people

can invest their money without losing, it,
or without losing more than, say, 6d. in the
pound Per annium in interest on the pound
they invest. f do not wrant to labour this, be-
cause I feel the time is ripe for such a
Bill. The Bill provides that the Governor
may appoint a board to carry out the
scheme. The Under Treasurer is to be one
of the members of the board. The board
of course will appoint its own officers.
Under Clause 4 the board may issue certi-
ficates to the v alue of El to any person
desiring to subscribe towards the purchase
of such bonds or Treasury Bills. Any
person so subscribing shall be deemed
to have invested for the term of 30
years, the object being to enable the board
to invest it, long-dlated securities; and ensure
a drawing ever 'y six months. Clause . pro-
vides that whenever the proceeds from the
sale of certificates aggregate £500, the board
shall invest the sum in bonds or Treasuryv
bills issued hr the British Government, or
some British Dominion Government or some
State Government. That is to ensure the
safety of the investments. And £-500 is
mentioned because it gives a little latitude
to the board, a, the money may he aggre-
gating a few hundred pounds in various
parts of the world and may- not he all avail-
able in a lump sum for investment. Clause
6 provides that the board shall be entitled
to receive the interest As to 50 per cent.
thereof it must make provision for the in-
terest paymvoents to holders of certificates.
Then there is a provision that the board in
its discretion in lieu of making payments
to individual subscribers may consoli-
date the interest and cause it to be
drawn for 1) - lot in such sums as may from
time to time be determined, the drawing to
take place half-yearlyi soon after the in-
terest; becomes payable to the board. The
remaining .50 per cent., after deducting the
cost incurred by the board will go towards
the support andi maintenance of such public
hospitals and public parks as the Govern-
ment may approve, and in such allocations
as the board may' deternine. That gives the
board the right to say, instead of sending
you is. each for your interest, we are going
to draw lots for half the money, and pay
the hospitals the other half. And when a
drawing has taken place, every holder of
a certificate who has participated in the
drawing shall be deemed to have received
all interest to which he is entitled up to and
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including the date of such dbrawing. Then
if any holder of a certificate is successful
in drawing a prize in excess of £1 plus 44
as accrued interest, he will surrender his
bond. He ceases to participate in any fur-
ther drawing and will be deemted to have
been repaid his original sum, together with
all interest accrued or prospective thereon.
Such principal sum shall thereupon pass to
the board, and the future interest accruing
thereon shall be added to tile percentage and
applied in the prescribed manner set out
in Clause 6. Should any holder of a crt-
tificate be unsuccessful in drawing interest
during the currency of his investment, lie
shall he entitled onl demand to withdraw
his £1, but without interest. Then it is po
vided that a person may subscribe for move
than one certificate. I leave already had anl
application for the first 500 ce rtificates,
fromn Nos. 1 to 500 inclusive. Then if three
years after the (late of any drawing the
bolder of a certificate has not claimed thc
interest which has accrued to him, the
amount thereof shall be forfeited to the
bocard and added to thet 50 per renut, pro-
vided in Clause t6 for interest payments
to holders of certificates. In the first ease,
where it is forfeited it is added to the
amount set aside for the hospitals and piuh-
lie parks, while in the second eage the
amount g-oes to increase the prizes at the
next drawing-. Clause 12 provides thant, i'
after the expiration of :33 years from the
date of purchase of' any ('ertificate thle
holder thereof fails to claim his principal
sum, the sun' is forfeited to tbe board and
may he re-invested arid the interest or prizes
derived therefrom added to the amount ac-
cruing to the hoard to go to thle hospitals.
Clause 13: provide., tlint all bonds p~urcha sed
onl behalf of the board shall be lodged wvith
the Treasuet' for custody and safe keeping.'
Under Clausei14 , within 30 days after a draw-
ing the board shall distribute among aip-
proved public hospitals and public parks,
suchl slims and in such proportion as in its
discretion mar ,eem to be most beneficial,
havingr regard to the whole of the State.
This m~eans that it is not a purely local lot-
tery. 'Now there is another clause to which
some exception may he taken, although as
an old newspaper man I know that no ex-
ception will be taken to it. for those people
who run newspapers have a good knowledge
of their own business. There is nothing that

creates a g-reater demand for a newspaper
than the publishing in it of personal iterms
or the results of drawings. Clause 15 pro-
vides that it shall be obligatory upon every
newspaper when called upon to do so to
publish the results of a drawing.

Hon. J. Cornell: It sounds like press gang
methods.

Hon. A. LUVEKIN: That provision, I
submnit, is g-(od for the board, good for the
scheme and, if I wvere still connected with
a newspaper, I should say good also for
the newspapers. As showing the value of
such mntter to a newspaper I mright say that
for mnany years the newspapers here used
almost to implore Ta ttersall's to let theta
have advance copies of the results of the
drawvings so that they might be published
without charge.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why should not that
apply to other things as well?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If it were made
to apply to, say, any scheme a lawyer wvas
organising, we would know that the lawyer
ins makhing- money and therefore that the
.scheme ins not much good to the public.
But it is good to the public to have a list
of the prize winners in a public lottery.
However, as anl old newspaper main I sug-
gest there xvill he no objection to this clause,
lbecause it will serve to provide good news-
paper. coply.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Would it not assist
in the sale of a newspaper if, say, Boans Ltd.
could get a clause like this in a Bill?

Hion. A. LOVEflN: No doubt, but Boans
would not be giving their profits and half
their takings to philanthropic institutions.
Therein lies the difference. 'No individual
will be making any money out of this scheme.
The only institutions that will profit
by it are the hospitals and the public
parks amongst wvhich this money will be
divided; ir addition to which, of course, the
schieme wvill be of benefit to those people who
invest their waste cash in it in preference
to recklessly gambling with it. Clause
16 is very drastic. I framed this with a
view to shutting out all lotteries.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How will that affect
the recent amendment of the Stamp Act?

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: It may or may not
affect it. Under this Hill even that point
nmi.ght lie g-ot over if the lion. member would
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take the trouble to read the clause with his
lar gest spectacles. Clause 16 provides-

After the commncliemenit of this Act, but
subject to tils Act, it shall be unlawful with.
out the special permission of the Treasurer
first obtained in writing--

'rhiis the Treasurer could give permission.

Hon. E. H. Harris: There would be no
tickets; there would he bonds.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: But there would be
tickets for the entertainments or lotteries.
The clause continues-

(a) to purchase or sell any ticket or other
device entitling the holder to participate in
any lottery, sweepstake, consultation, chance
or drawing promoted for the distribution of
mion~ey prizes~ or money gains; (1) to be in
possession of any suchi ticket or other device;
(c) to be e02(erned in or connected with tile
drawing of any lottery, sweepstake, consulta-
tion, chance or drawig; (d) to take lpart or
engage in the collection of money in any public
street for any purpose whatever: Provided
that no permission as aforesaid shall be
grranted in respect to any lottery, sweepstake,
consultation, chance or drawing promoted out-
side the boundaries of Western Australia.

The object is to keep the money in Western
Australia and to prohibit 'the numerous lot-
teries that are taking, place, some for ob-
jects that are not too worthy; some, of
course, for objects -that are worthy, in which
event the Treasurer could grant permission.
People like the Ugly Men's Association, St.
Joseph's and others who are raising money
for charitable purposes, could easily obA
tamn permission from the Treasurer, hut no
one could start a lottery and engage an
army of people to sit on stools in the streets
and almost force tickets upon passers-by.

Hon. WV. H. Kitson. Would these bonds
be subject. to taxation the same as sweep
tickets?

Hon. A. LOVELUN: Certainly not. The
Bill will be really a Government Blbut
members can see that I am introducing it
in this House in order to try to get it pushed
ahead. Most members will have noticed the
ontission of an important clause, namely how
to finnce the first issue of certificates. Mem-
bers know why' it must be left to an-
other place to insert that clause.
When I introduced the Bill on the
previous octflsiof, it reveived the sup-
port1 of this. House. You, M1r. Presqi-
dent, agreed that it was quite in order from
the point of view ef the House. I propose
to keep it in order, but before the Bill is

finalised a clause will have to he inserted i
another place providing for the issue of th
first certificates. A-fter the first issue, th
certificates will pay their own expenses. A
the present moment I amn prepared to guar
antee the cost of the first issue of eertificate4
so there need be no question on that scorn
because there will be no cost entailed upoi
the State for them. At the lb-st L'nsuc
as the bonds come in, up to '10 pe
cent. will be taken out to nwi'L thl
cost and alter that -the certifliates twvit
pay their own way. I feel conflident that ii
at very fe-w years this scheme will be of fin
mense value to the State from a nlonctar
point of view. The objection to it, as agains
a straighlt-out State lottery, is that the pre

um bond scheme is slower in provess, In
stead of gambling for the whole of the prn
cipal sum invested and getting a pereentagi
on that, the State will be getting only it per
centage on the interest, but the interest goc
on from year to year, and after one draw
ig there will be four or five time, a-, man

certificates in the next drawiig, as has beer
the experience on the Continent, where mil
lions of money is invested in hundreds ol
tontine, bonus and other bonds. I hope i
shall not miss the bus. If we do not seizi
the opportunity, we are apt to make grca
losses. It is the man who sees the oppor
tunity and seizes it who is generally sue,
cessful. I suggest that now is the time toi
us to embark upon the scheme because. if mn
fail to do so, most assuredly and not Ion;
hence some other State will do so, and oui
people will then be sending their muone3
away for investment in a siil~ar scheme
instead of people elsewhere sending tbeii
money to Western Australia where it couk
do so much good. I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second time.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West) [5.21]: 1
support the second reading. The outline ol
the Bill given by Mr. Lovekin was very in
teresting. I agree with him when be sayi
that the great advantage of premiunf
bonds as against a lottery is that the in-
vesting public do -not lose their money. The3
are placed in a position to give the G1overn.
meat a loan free of interest. At the -ait
time, through the operation of the sceheme
the hospitals and public parks of the coun-
try would in course of time reap an ad-
vantage amounting to a considerable sum
It is very hard to estimate the extent of tht
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advantage, hut I imagine that after a period
of 10 or 20 years it would amount to many
thousands of pounds per annum, and would
probably be equal to the sum we are now
spending each year on our hospitals. Many
years ago I had a little experience of one
of the Continental premium bond issues,
and it was a rather sorry experience. It
turned out that the certificate I received was
forged, and therefore of no value. Many
other people found themselves in a similar
position. I do not think there could be any
danger of that happening under this scheme.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Not in a
British country.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I should hope not.
If the scheme is slow, it is certainly sure,
and even though the amount of money in-
vested for a year or two represented only a
few thousand pounds, and although the
prizes would not he very large, someone
would derive the benefit. The individual who
invested would not lose his money; the State
would get the benefit of the balance after the
prizes had been provided, the hospitals
wvould benefit, and, incidentally, the Trea-
sury. The prize winners would be most
fortunate, because they would obtain their
prizes without losing the principal money.
A large sum is being sent out of the State
every year to Tattersall's, the Golden Cas-
ket and other sweeps and lotteries.

lion. H. Seddon: Do you think wve shall
get all that money for this scheme?

Hon. W. H. JKITSON: Not all of it, but
I suggeest that we would get a fair propor-
tion, and in addition a fair amount would
be invested by people outside Australia, who
wvould be prepared to take not only one or
two but probably mnany bonds in a sceme
of this kind, provided they were satisfiedo
its genuineness. If the scheme were orgn.
ised and conducted on the lines suggestedb
Mr. Lovekin, I think it would give satisfac-
tion.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I would not buy one
ticket in Tattersall's; I would buy a number.

Hon. W.H. KITSON: Quite aniumber of
people would be prepared to say they had
£50 or £100 and were prepared to let the
Government have the use of it free of in-
terest. As Mr. Lovekin has said, the fund
would increase from year to year, and the
time would come when the hospitals and
charitable institutions would have all the
mioney necessary- for their upkeep without
our taxing the people as we are doing to-

day. The time has arrived when we should
take advantage of a scheme of this kind.
There is no doubt that the average Aus-
tralian is imbued with the gambling spirit,
and while it may not be correct to say there
is no element of gambling in a premium
bonds scheme, it is certainly quite different
from ordinary gambling operations. The
investor cannot lose his money and therefore
the scheme cannot be classed as an out-and-
out gamble. On the other hand, the investor
has a chance of winning a handsome sum.
That fact alone would appeal to many peo-
ple who would not in any circumstances pat-
ronise Tattersall's or the Golden Casket.
They would be prepared to invest their sur-
plus1 money, firstly to help the charitable in-
stitutions of the State and secondly to have
the chance of drawing a fairly substantial
prize without incurring any risk.

HON. V. HAMEESLEY (East) [5.27]:
We should thank Mr. lovekin for having
introduced the proposal. I regret that it
was not followed up some years ago when
a similar measure introduced by Mr. Love-
kin passed this House. Had the scheme been
undertaken then, it would by now have been
wvell established and possessed of consider-
able funds. It would be unwise to postpone
its inauguration any longer. Already we
have lost much valuable time. Not only the
people within the State, but many outside it,
would be disposed to invest in premium
bonds, and the scheme would grow as rapidly
as a snowball. The investment of inoney in
this way is needed to assist the State's funds.
It would not be a gamble as are many
sweeps for which tickets are sold. It would
be an investment, carrying an assurance to
the people who were fortunate enough to
live their span of life that their money would
lie returned to them. I have pleasure in
supporting the second reading

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.29]: This Bill, as Mr. Lovekin has ex-
piained, is similar to the one ho introduced
and succeeded in getting this House to ap-
Inrove of on a previous occasion. hnt appar-
ently it did not receive the acceptance which
was hoped for it in another place.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It was one of the
slaug-htered innocents.

HIon. .1. NICHOLSON: I recall now that
it was allowed to lapse; I had forgotten the
exact circumstances. The Bill contains much
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to commend it, and its objective is excellent.
The intention of '%r. Lovekin is to provide
a means, by which appreciable assistance can
be rendered to hospitals, charities, and to
some of our public works such as parks,
gardens, and so forth. The main objective
is to serve charitable ends. If niean,4 can
be devised of providing funds iu a manner
that does not infringe upon the good sense
of a large section of the conmnunity. we
will have achieved something noteworthy.
21r. Lovekin says that the Bill received the
commendation of one who held our great-
est respect, the late Archbishop Riley1, aL
well as of others connected with the
churches. The measure does not possess
features that may be objectionable to a
large section of the community, suelh as are
associated with the sweeps that we have in
onr midst. The Bill is intended to provide
a form of investment in which the person
who advances the money will havo a chance
of gaining a certain return when the draw-
ing takes place, arid if hie does not succeed
in being the lucky person to draw a, prize,
he can still be assured of getting his mioney
returned at the end of a specific. period.
That removes the measure from the strict
catestory of gambling. There is another
phase of interest. The success of the pre-
znaium bonds scheme will depend largely
upon a substantial sum being subscribed by
the public. To the extent that the scheme
is supported, will our hospitals and charit-
able organisations have benefits conferred
upon them.

Hon, W. H. Kitson: Even if the amount
secured were small, the principle would be
nOlt right.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I admit the prin-
c.iple has something to commend it. Natur-
-illy a considerable sum will be reijnired to
make the scheme beneficial to an apIpreciahle
degree, Obviously a smnall sum will not be
adequate to confer anry great benefit upon
onr charitable institutions. Everythintr
will depend upon the response on the
part of the public. In view of the number
of 'Rills that have been before us . which
have had a bearing- upon our hospitals. it
is diffit to say what response will be
made by the public, and we can ascertain
that only by making- the opportunity avail-
able.

-Ron. G. WV. Miles: Similar schemes have
he-en successful in other parts of the world.

Hfon. J. XlC1fOL'.)X'%: M1r. Lovekin men-
tioned the success achieved in other cotta-
trie~s and I know that lpremium bonds and
similar schemes have been in vogue for many
years in different parts of Europe. Not
only have they been supported in the coun-
try of origin, hut they have attracted con-
tributions from outside countries. When
11r. Lovekin was speakingP I asked him -what
the effect of Clause 10 would be. I foresee.
that the Leader of the House may take ex-
ception. to that particular clause. Even
though no objection may be raised in this
Chamber to the clause, some wide-awake
member in another place will have some-
thing to say about it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Members there require
sleep just now, and they may not notice
it.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Perhaps the neces-
s;arv assent will be given to the proposal in
another place. I am afraid, however, that
an attempt wvill be made to reject the clanse,
or else to considerably modify its provi-
sions. I understood theNMinister to say that
the Government hoped -to derive a certain
amount of revenue from the Stamp Act
Atmendment Bill, which he succeeded in hav-
ing restored to the Notice Paper the other
day.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why put bad ideas into
the Minister's heaid.

Bon. J1. NICHOLSON: I am merely mak-
int a suggestion; I hope the M1inister will
inppreciate the possibilities of the Bill now
before us. If he does, I am sure he will agree,
that the measure will not seriously inter-
firie~ with the Bill I referred to just now.
If sweepstakes can be conducted only with
th(- consent of the Treasurer, there may be
either restriction, or extension, regarding
thosqe permitted, and steps may be taken so
that the revenue derivable from that source
may be increased. The clause will, to my
mind, have the effect of placing a commend-
able restriction upon the number of sweeps
that will he permitted throughout the city.
It many he assumied that the effect of the Bill
will be at least to regulate the conduct of
s.uch sweepstakes as will be permitted. I
support the second reading of the Bill.

HOW. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.40]: 1 am glad
I am able to support the second reading- of
the Bill, because, generally speaking, I na
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,opposed to any lew-islation calculated to pro-
'note the holding of sweeps. In this in-
siance, having in view the charitable oh-
ijcts referred to hr Mr. Lovekin, I am cer-
tamn we will act wisely if we give the Bill
a good start-off. I ageree with Mr. Nichel-
son that Clause 16 is most important. If
we can apply its provisions fully and pre-
vent money being sent out of the State for
-other sweeps, we shall do a valuable work.
lit addition to that, it will help to prevent
unscrupulous and dishonest persons run-
ning sweeps within our own borders. If
the provisions of the clause were enforced,
ats Mr. Lovekin indicated, I am sure it would
be very difficult for such persons as I have
in mind to secure permission to enable
-them to run the sweeps. Under the Bill the
-operations of the scheme will be clean and
the investor will, not lose his money. Hav-
ing in view the enormous amount that
people are sending away annually in
-connection with sweeps run in the East-
ern States, I view the Bill as one to be
supported in the hope that the drain on our
resources will be stopped. Hon. members
will appreciate what a drain the expendi-
ture of £300,000 a year on investments in
the Eastern States must represent to West-
ern Australia. In addition, the Bill will.
afford us an opportunity t~o attract more
capital from the Eastern States people and,
what is more important still, it may induce
investments from other countries.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We may get some of
our owJI back.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATELAIN: That
is so. I support the, tecond reading of the
Bill.

EON. 0. H. WITTENOOX (South-East)
[5.43]: I1 have pleasure in supporting the
second reading o f the Bill, and I take
lhii ; opport-unity1 to congratulate Mr.
Lovekin on having ))laced this measure
before us. Legislation of this description
hld have been enacted long ag-o so as

to stop the thow of money from Western
Australia to Tasmania and Queensland and
other parts of Australia. Personally I do
not greatly care what iz dlone with the
money; I want to the ceicine launched.
I cannot say that I ama enthusiastic about
part of the funds being devoted tn the up-
keep of our parks and gardens, but I would
like to see money raised on behalf of the
hospitals and charities. I amt in favour of

anything that winl give the scheme a really
good start. .1 am. pleased that Mr. Lovekia
has received the support of at least some
of the church people. He mentioned that
that support had been indicated by at least
two powerful figures in the religious life
of this State. There are some who look
upon anything in the nature of chance in
relation to investments as gambling. In
this instauce the church has smiled upon
the scheme.

Hion. Sir William Lathisin: And granted
its blessing.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: One member
said he would have opposed anything in
the shape of a gamble such as a State lot-
tery. I do not agree with him. I should
be very glad to see a State lottery started
at the same time as the premium bonds.
I am so keen on seeing something of the
kind started, however, that I would not
mind State lotteries being cut out alto-
gether. These premium bonds must be
looked upon as an investment of sorts. We
cannot say this would not be a gamble, for
it would be a bit of a gamble.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Something like the
Starr-Bowkett societies.

Hon. C. H. WITTF.NOOM: -I cannot see
any difference between the two. It is only
a difference in name. Both are run on the
same principle. People have the same
chance of winning something, and no
chance of losing anything. When the
Hospitals Bill -was before us a couple of
years ago, a good deal of consideration
was given to this question. The only ob-
jection I think the Minister in another
place raised was that it took a long time
to sell these bonds.

Hon. G. W. Mfiles: Meanwhile a State
lottery could be run.

Hon. C. Hl. WITTENOO'M: Mr. Lovekin
said we should not "miss the bus." I
agree -with him. We should get ahead with
this business. I see by the paper that Ne-w
South Wales is starting something of the
kind. Queensland has its Jottery and Tas-
mania I-~ Tattersalls, T hope the Govern-
nment v' take this matter in hand and
give it a thoroughly good start. .1 support
the second reading of the Bill.

HON. J. M. MAUFARLANE (Mfetro-
politan-Suburban) [5.47]: For as long as I
have been in Western Australia I hare
noticed attemipts to suppress the gambling
instincts of the community. In every-
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case there has been failure in this diree- in the community. It would be infinitely
tion. Now that this failure has been estab-
lished, I agree that something iii the na-
ture of control is required. If Mr. Lovelcin
succeeds in his attempt to establish the
premium bonds principle, it will go a long
way towards attracting a more healthy
form of investment or sane gambling than
is "'itnessed to-day. I always regret when
passing along our streets to see so many
people selling lottery or sweep tickets. A~rt
unions for one purpose or another are con-
stantly being promoted, and permission is
granted to sell the tickets in the thorough-
fares of the city and suburbs. I hope
Clause 16 of the Bill will come to the aid
of the community in that respect. The
idea is that the money will be invested in
a strictly sound and business like manner,
and that most of our parks and charitable
institutions will receive some help. What
a wonderful thing it would have been if
the premium bonds system had been adop~t-
ed, when it was first suggested some six
years ago, as a means of coping with the
unemployment situation. I have alwvays
believed that it is not possible to suppress
by legislation a vice such as gambling.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It is not a vice but
a eanes

Hon. J. MW. MACFARL1 ANE: We do not
like to have our vices called by that name.
There should be some form of control in
cases where it is impossible to suppress a
thing. The object behind the scheme is a
benevolent one. It is intended to lift the
tone of the community by directing its
funds into new channels. The Bill will
also assist the Government through the
funds that are subscribed to these bonds.
We have been told that elsewhere in the
British Empire the public have invested in
bonds or some other form of security.
I am sure the scheme will be
a great help to the Treasurer,
especially if he can count upon receiving a1
certain sum every few wveeks. If the Bill
passes, I intend to invest in these premium
bonds. I am attracted to them by the fact
that even if I am not successful in winning
r. prize, I shall get my money 1)ack in .30
years, and nmeanwljile it will be in safe
hands. To a man of my calibre it is an at-
traction to know that one's money' will be
safe. I hope the House will support the
Bill with the idea of bringing the spirit
of gambling under control. The art union
business has been altogvtber toae blatant

better to have all forms of gambling- of
that kind indulged in per miediumi of pre-
mium bonds.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.52]:
1 have listened with, a great deal of interest
to the debate. No doubt this proposa would
appeal to many people, because the com-
mon remark with the noble army of those
who patronise get-rich-quick schemes is that
there is one fool born every minute.

Hon. J. Cornell: And how mnany ore born
to catch them?

Hon. H. SEDDJON: A fair number of
people get along quite successfully in the
process of catching them. We can quite
understand a scheme of this description
appealing to the commuvnity in addition to
other schemes of the kind that have been
Ibroughit forward from time to time. Quite
a lot of money is being sent awvay even'
week far Tattersall's tickets, and at first.
sight it would seem that a considerable per-
centage of this ruight be attracted to the
premium bonds scheme.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Avid more perina-
nently.

Hon. Hi. SEDDON : As I have said, there
is some attraction about preminm bonds,
and no doubt quite a number of people will
succumb to that attraction. The point is,
w~ill this put down the spirit of gamibling'

Hon. J. IT. 1facfarlane: Not a bit.
Hon. H. SEDDON: Will it elinimate all

those sweeps that are now being so mnre-
strainedly carried on?

Hon. V. Haniersvley: It has not becen pos-
sible to eliminate anything of that kind in
the last 40 years.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Evidentlyv tie hion.
mnember has not read Clause 16.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Any argument that
mayv be advanced that these premium bonds
will tend to restrain gambling cannot have
muvch weight. Will it tend to affet the
amnount of money that is now beingl in-
vested in our savings, banks, true at the
paltry rate of only' four per cent., but will
i'. be diverted into these bonds? If the
money is put into bonds, the people who
ownt it will not be getting any interest on
their money, and will not see it again for
o matter of 30 years, but they have the
chance, of course, of winningx a prize
in the meantime, In my opinion
these premium bondg may tend to keep
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money out of the State Savings Rank where
it is earning interest and assisting in pro-
viding employment for the people. Part of
that which will be spent on premium bionds
will have to he paid out in prizes, and An-
ether part iv611 go towards rendering finan-
cial assistance in certain directions.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Government will
still get the money, but it will be from the
other pocket.

Hon. H. SEDDON: If members look in
the windows of tobaccoinists' shops, they will
find posted there a notice to the effect that
the tenant of the shop communicates with
Tattersall's. For a long time hie has been
drawing money front a section of the public,
which might be attracted by Ifr. Lovekin't4
scheme. The tobacconist receives this money,
sends it to Tasmania, ziid gets his commis-
sion on the tickets purchased. The pur-
chasers of the tickets then wait until they
get their result sheet in the hope of deriving
sonic advantage from the outlay. In some
cases they are not disappointed, because not
expecting to draw anythinig, they have drawn
nothing, but their money has gone. In the
case of premium bonds, a pound note will
he preserved and in 30 vears will hie re-
turned to the owner. The prizes to be de-
rived from premium bonds are not nearly
of the same magnitude as those to be de-
rived from Tattersall's tickets. 1. fear that
our gambling friends wilt he more likely to
take the risk of drawing a prize from Tat-
tersall's even if they lose their money, than
they would be to buy bonds in the hope of
gtting a smaller prize.

Ron. A. Lovekin: In time the prizes will
be greater.

Hon. H. SEDD ON: That may he so. For
some time at any rate the prizes will be com-
paratively small- I see one great advantage
over existing evils that may be derived
from the Bill. A. man may go to a till and
milk it in order to idulge in his. gambling
proclivities. If he is not successful in win-
ning a prize from the bonds he purchases
he can go to his employer, confess his in-
ability to -restore the money he has taken,
but make restitution by giving him the
bonds hie has purchased. 'Mr. Lovekin was
rather unfortunate in the countries he quoted
as having adopted this particular scheme,
seeing that every one of them is suffering
from a depreciated currency. The person.
who a few years ago inves ted in a State
lottery in Paris or in Berlin has had the sat-

isfaction of seeing his good money depre-
ciated to something like .001 per cent. of
a franc or a mark, and if he was success;ful
in winning a prize, of drawing one equival-
ent to about a fraction of one-fifth of the
money that he originally put up.

Hon. F. H. Gray:- That applies to all
sorts of bonds.

Hion. H. SEDDON: Had this scheme been
adopted five years ago, the person who sent
out money from England to invest in West-
ern Australian bonds, had he won a prize,
would have received ninie-tenths of the value
of the prize he won becaust, of the deprecia-
tion of our, Australian pound note compared
with its value five years ago. We know the
suggestion to release credit by the issue of
£20,000,000 worth of new notes. If that
came about, the person who invested in thiese
bonds and in return for £90 in English
money received £100 in Australian money,
would, after the release of credit-a sugges-
tion which has been advanced as a panacea
for all our evils-ind his prize would be
worth exactly, if we take the French exam-
pie, one-fifth of the value of the money he
invested iii Western Australia's get-ric h-
quick scheme.

'Ron. W. H. Ritson: I would put it the
other way.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That would apply to
those who are investing money in the new
loan bonds if what you say is correct.

Hon. H. SEiDDON. Other members may
have some other idea of the value of an
Australian pound note to-day. I do not know
of any behemne that has yet been put for-
ward that will have the tendency to appre-
ciatte the value of our pound notes. I have
pointed out that in those countries where the
premium bonds scheme is said to be flour-
ishing successfully, the standard of emrrency'
has come down owing to economic pres-
sure. Some advantages are assouiatvd
with the institution of the premium
bonds scheme. It would ba of advantage, for
instance if, through their agency, all other
forms of gambling in Australia could he
eliminated. It -would then he said that 'Mr.
Lovekin had conferred aL great benefit upon
the community. I am sure from our experi-
ence in the past and from my knowledge of
the temperament of Australians they will
simply look upon these bonds as an addi-
tional field for gambling, and as offering
an additional chance of getting rich quickly-
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These bonds cannot be described as an in-
vestment.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: They cannot be de-
scribed as a gamble.

Hon. H. SEDD])ON: We might split the
difference, so to speak, and call it a specula-
tion. It is not an investment. An invest.
ment is a plan under which a man puts his
money out to work for him. He expects to
get a return from that money and mean-
while to be satisfied that the capital Is in
sae keeping. Under Air. Lovekin's scheme
the capital will he safe. A man invests his
£:1 and in 30 years' time he gets it back, in
the meantime, having the chance of securing
a prize. This cannot be called an ives-
wnent; it is simply a speculation, the indi-
vidual hoping to secure a prize from the
pool. I should like to know from Mr. Love-
kin when he replies whether his proposal
will ha used to stop gambling in other diret-
tions, and also whether it will have the
effect of diverting money from the savings
hank and perhaps from investments in land
and in other directions, money which at the:
present time is doing good work. Perhaps
lie will be able to convince the House that
this scheme is so much in advance of imw-
thirn else that has been suggested to get us
ouat of our present difficulties that it will he
adopted by this and the other House.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) (5.48]: 1
do hope that the Bill, if it becomes- law, will
hringx in its trail all the benefits that _Mr
Lovekin expects. There is one thing that is
characteristic of the Australians. above all
other races, and it is that hie likes things
done quickly and in his gambling be prefers
sudden death as against any prolonged pro-
ceas. Again, with the Australian gambler
it is all or nothing; that is to say, he is
prepared to put in his little contribution
towards the sweep in the hope that he will
win it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We ought to try to
inculcate better ideas in the Australian.

Hon. J. CORNELL; One could not get
a better idea of the Australian a% a gambler
than by illustrating the soldier on active
service. He went through some warm places
to have his, game of sudden death; in other
words, two-up, and if the two pennies were
not fast enough, he made it three pennies.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Perhaps that accouints
for the present trouble in Australia.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I think it will be
some little time before it will he possible to
pass on to the Australian community the
benefits to be derived from premium bonds
which are a distinct innovation so far as the
Commonwealth is concerned. It is all very
well to cite France and what is happening
there, but from our viewpoint there is n~o-
thing in common between France, or indeed
any other Continental nation, and ourselves.
If the Frenchman's proclivity is to indulge
in the purchase of premium bonds, it does
not follow that the Australian will do so.
Another point to be taken into consideration
in the propagation of such a scheme as the
introduction of premium bonds is the sense
of fairness that must be made manifest to the
aggregation of Australian people, and so,

ia concern is worth its salt it should be
able to stand on its own bottom. With the
launching of premium bonds another mild
form of gambling will go by the board, and
it will he an offence to be found in posses-
sion of a ticket in an art union unless per-
mnission to confltwt that art union has been
gi-veii by the Treasurer. Sweeps are unlaw-
Cul at the present time and the Criminal
Code which makes them unlawful should
either be enforced om. repealed. Now Mr.
ILovekin is going- to perpetuate the vicious
principle of pennitting a 'Ministerial head
giving his sanction to the carrying on of
something that is unlawful. If premium
bonds are going to confer the benefit that is
claimed for themn they should be issued to
the exclusion of everything else, and especi-
ally to the excluision of something that is
ulaIIwful.

Hon. A. Lovekin: -'Mr. Sayer advised in
192-4 that it was not necessary to amend the
Code.

Hon, J, CORNELL: Premium bonds arc
to be is~sued to thme exclusion of something
that is unlawful to-day unless the Treasurer
says that that which is unlawful may be
earried on. That is a part of the measure
that will not find mnuch favour with the
Australian. Gambling takes peculiar turns.
and it creates strange kinks in certain indi-
v'iduals. One individual indulges in a flutter
in one form but he does not attempt to
argue with another individual -whose choice
is a little flutter in some other direction.
Australians as a whole, or that section of
them who are inclined to indulge in a mild
form of gambling will probably welcome the
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Bill, but so far as the wowser is concerned,
it will be out of court.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We cannot tell what
the lpeople wvill do until We try themi.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We should be ahle
to form a fairly accurate estimate of what
they are likely to do, if we give sonic thought
to their doings in the past.

Hon. E. H. Gray' : If they are properly
handled, the bonds will be rushed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If there is one thing
with which 'Mr. Gray always bubbles; over,
it is optimism. I do sincerely hope that on
this occasion not one bubble of that optim-
ism will go to waste.

HON. F. W. ALIJSOP (North-East)
[6.9]: 1 am inclined to support the Bill and

will do so with mixed feelings. There are a
good many ways of looking at it. A young
fellow might prefer to place his savings in
the savings bank rather than invest them in
premium bonds. In the savings hank his
money on which he receives 4 per centt. will
double itself ii, 171/ years, and that on which-
he receives .5 Per cent, will double itself in
14 years, and, as Mr. Seddon has pointed
out, £1 placed in the savings bank, at the
end of 35 Tears becomies £4. I consider it
is a good thing if a young man has £100O
or so to spare that he should use it in the
direction of iissisting the Government by
purchasing premium bonds. But I would
prefer to see young- people laice their
money in the savings hank, which in-
stitution inculcates a habit of saving. At
the same time, to the Australian the thought
of getting a prize is very' fascinating, and I
think investments in premium bonds wvill
prove fascinating, and many people will in-
vest in them.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [6.11]: 1
desire to support the second reading of the
Rill, an'l an. glad that it has received so
mnuch approval. I wvas brought up in a strict
school in the same way as ni- friend Mr.
Nicholson. I used to look upon any form of
gambling as soniething that would bring
around the feet of the gambler the flames
of Hell. But in no sense of the word can it
he said that the purchase of premium bonds
is gambling. I have come to the conclusion
that there can be no argument to support
gambling, hut arguments can be used to sup-
piort. a weakness of the people when that
wveakness is devoted to a good cause. In

the course of iay experience I have found
gatmbleis as a elass-mall and big gamblers
olike-the ,ilt of tile earth, and I raise mny
voice in protest against the general condem-
nation 0f the peopijle who have run gambling
.;unts in the metropolitan area for years past
in aid of deserving charities. Anyone who
is familiar with this business must know
that if you ate going to run a gambling
wheel, or housey-housey or a sweep, you
must run it absolutely straight. Those
people who have successfully raised funds
for hospitals and charities are the men who
have the complete confidence of the public.
But let that confidence wane, and up will
go the appeal and there will be no response
lfrom the public.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pa.

Hon. E. H. GRAVY: Before tea I was
-peaking of the strong criticisms passed on
people who promote sweeps and sell sweep
tickets. I fail to understand the heated feel-
ing against those persous. Let me point
out, too, that there are not scores of people
selling sweep or art union tickets in the
itreets of Perth.

Hon. J. 11. *Macfarlane: The feeling is
net against the people, but against the sys-
tem.

Ron. E. Fl. GRAY: Most of the ticket
sellers are persons suffering from disability,
unable to do hard work, and forced to adopt
this means of gaining a livelihood. Sellers
who do not conduct the business properly
.should be pushed off, and others put in their
place.

Hon. J1. Nicholson,. I do not think ally-
body objects to the charitable side.

Flon. E. H. Harris: The objection is to
the amount of commission received by the
sellers.

Hon. E. H-. GRAY: People working in
a purely honorary capacity cannot give the
same satisfaction as professional people
give. This applies to sweeps. The small
amount of commission allowed is well earned.
Investigationr would show that the amount
deducted for advertising, commission to tic-
ket sellers, and incidentals is not unreason-
able. I do not like the criticism launched
at honourable people who work for charity,
although they are paid for their work. I
see no objection to anyone rendering a ser-
vice to the community. It will be done on
a fair and square basis in order that the



21 iv[COUNCIL.]

job ay be retineid. liflprnopet ipraetices
obtain not so much in the bigger sweeps as
in the small concerns run by well-intentioned
committees. One must be prepared to knock
down the vultur-e-like persons who are al-
ways ready to prey on honorary committees.
People who pose as being charitable tire al-
ways waiting to get on committies. Suich
undertakings are more open to objection than
the businesslike basis on which most sweeps
are run to-day. If Mr. Lovekin gets his
Bill enacted I believe it will not take long
to accustom people to premium bonds. In
fact, I urn inclined to believe people will
rush the scheme. 'They are desirous of help)-
ing- the unemployed and hospitals and or-
plianages. However, street collections pro-
duce pennies, whereas an art union for a
motor car will produce £100 in an hour. To
catch the unmble shilling as proised by
Mr. Lovekin iA a good idea, and I support
the Bill.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
(7.36]: 1 desire to offer my congratulations
to Mr. Lovekin upon havinig brought down
this measuire, and 1 believe it is one which
the people generally will wvelcome. It has
to be admitted that as a people we arc
inclined to some forms of speculation or*
mild gamibling-w-hichever may lie the pro-
per term. The sooner we realise time posi-
finn and endeavour to control thi' little pro-
clivitv or minor vice, the better. I am not
onme of those' who hold that behind this Bill
is what 11r. Seddon calls the get-rielh-quic:
idea. 'Po-day' there are many people of
mature years who would] gladly liut a little
money into premumui bonds, partly because
they know the bonds to be a safe invest-
men t, partly because they like the idea of

.possible windfall in the shape of a prize,
and partly because of the knowl-dge that
their money will be used by the State and
thus serve a good purpose'

Hon. T1. Cornell: Some people will pat-
ronise premium bonds out of curios4ity.

Hon. W. J. MANN , Very likely. No
matter what the idea behind may be, let
us keep the money in our own country and
u~e it for our own purposes. In tis con-
nection we might cast back our minds to
the support recently given to a sweep in
the Irish Free State. The liking for a little
gamble is not confined to Australins. One
of the most conservative newspapers in
England, the "Mforning- Post," a few month,

ago published an illuminating sub-leader
on premnitu bonds. It advocated the intro-
duction of the premium bond system into
(Treat Britain, and the British Government
have given the idea a mild blessing. Mr.
;Seddou has referred to the fact that a
scheme of this description may take money
from the Savings Bank. 1 do not know
that that would he the case. People who
want to put their money into the Savings,
Bank wvill be perfectly at liberty to do so;
here will be nothing to prevent them. If

they al-c not prepared to leave their money,
in a premium bond scheme for anumber of
years, niaturally they will put it where they

cnhave it at call. Referring to the get-
rich-quick theory, Mr. Seddon endeavoured.
to define thme difference between speculation
and investment. I alit rather surprised that
the hou. nmnmber should be drawing dis-
tinctions of that kind. Let me ask, him how
lhe views the putting of money into gold-
u',ines. In my opinion, there ii a gream
,teal more of gambling in putting money
into gold mines than there is in putting it
into premium bonds. In the bon. member's
own constituency there have been a number
of concerns known as wild-cats; in fact,
throughout his electorate there are financial
cemeteries. Therefore I ani astonishend that.
be should criticise a sound and legitimate
project of this nature. I do not know that
he himself may not have indulged in buy-
ing a share or two in gold mines.

Eon. 1f. Seddon: They may be reaur-
rected by the gold bonus.

Ron. W. 4. 2LVN: Possibly. Many
people would like to see their money resur-
rected. I have not much to offer in criticismi
of the Bill, but I expect to be twitted by
lhon. members when I say there is one clause
to which I must on principle oiler some
objection. I am not at one with M1r. Love-
Ina in regard to the clause wvhich makes

it mandatory for the Press to publish re-
suits of premium bond drawings.

Hon. J. Nicholson; It would increase the
bale of the papers.

Hon. W. .J. -MANY: Possibly.
Hon. J. Cornell: Is Mr. Mann's objection

basLed on principle or profit?
Hon. W. J. MANN : On principle. The

idea of profit may he discarded, If that
clause remains in the Bill, it may be taken
as a precedent, and have an effect which
the Chamber would not desire upon the
xnewspaper industry. From the aspect, of
news I believe every journal woul(] be glad
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to publish the results of drawings. Still,
I have to rmemiber that there are sonme
journalists who entertain conscientious ob-

.iections even to premiumi bonds, and to
ctompel'thiezn to adopt the attitude laid down
in' the Bill would he rather unfair. Pnrely
frim, that aspect 1 object to thle clause,
ond I intend to move its deletion it' (lhe Bill
pases the second reading.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
t7.44] : I hope tbis Bill will meet with a
better fate than its predecessor of six years
ago. There are goad features of the pre-
sent measure which have not been especially
s~tressed. One is that under Clause 5 the
money would hie invested in Dominion or
State bonds. It might be found later that
the Loan Council were not prepared to give
a high rate of interest, in which case a bet-
ter investment mnight be sought on behalf of'
premium bond holders. It has been sug-
glested that their mnoney might be invested
in countries with depreciated currencies. M'r.
Seddon seemed to fear that investments
might be songht in Belgium or France.

Hon. H. Seddon: I Paid we mnight follow
the example of Germany.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I hope we shall
not. Premium bonds differ fronm horse rac-
ing to the extent that when there is a draw
for horses the owners come into the picture;,
find if a person who draws a horse in a big
sweep does not offer a considerable sum of
money, sometimes as much as half -the prize,
the owner 'ntay be prepared to withdrew the
horse.

Hon. W, J, Mann: That is blackmail.

Hon. E. II. HARMR S: It is, yes, but it
is practised. However, under the premium
bond& system when there is a draw being
nu'de there is no inducement for anybody
to offer to somebody else terms for partici-
pation if he should be successful. Clause
16 prohibits the selling of tickets for sweeps.
If the Bill should pass the second reading
and be referred to another place, I venture
to say the TTrsurer wvill be very pleased
indeed to have an opportunity to handle thft
money derived from premium bonds. It
would be of istinct advantage to the Trea.
surer and to the State. It would afford op,
portunity for the Government to withdram
the Bill the 'Minister in this House is anxi.
ous to have reinstated next Tuesday, namel3

the Stamp Act Amendment Bill 'No. 2; for
it the Government were to support MrT. Love-
kin's Bill, it would be quite unnecessary for
them to proceed any further with the Stamp
Bill. The competition that would be brought
about by the issue of premnium. bonds would
be of far greater opposition to the sale of
Tattoasall's tickets in this State and the send-
ing of miioney from this State to Hobart,
than would be the tax on sweep tickets. An-
other feature of the Bill is that the holder
of bonds mray sell them at any period. It
for instance a person were holing bondst
and difficult times came, or he was leaving
the State, there would he ainthing to prevent
hintl from selling those bonds. That is a
cons~iderat.ion for the investor. One other
feature is that the persons who invest their
motley in prem-ium. hands are putting that
money iito what is &t once both a safe in-
vestment and a speculation, for here we have
the two things combined. Many people of a
speculative turni of mind would be glad to
invest their money in this way, and such in-
vestments would be of advantage to the
State generally and to the Treasurer in par-
ticular. I will support the second reading,
and I hope that if the Bill goes to another
place the Government will give it greater
consideration than they gave to the last Pre-
mium Bonds Bibl.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [7.501: 1
will support the second rending, but I am
doubtful about Clause 16. That clause
means that without the permission of the
Treasurer it will be impossible for any Or-
ganisation in this State to run a lottery.

Hon. A. Lovekin: If it were for a good
purp17Ose, tile rfat~l'el. Would give Jpermnis-
Sion1.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I am. doubtful about
that, because if it lie the desire of the Go-
erment to have the moniey derived front
premium bonds, it is quite possible the Trea-
surer will not consent to the running of a
lottery or art union in aid of charitable in-
stitutions.

Hon. J1. Nichiolson: What about* the
£5,000 per annum the Treasurer is goinig
to get out of the tax on sweep tickets?

* Hon. G. FRASER:- It is provided in the
clause that no permission shall be granted

Fin respet of any lottery or sweepstake pro-
. ented outside the boundaries of Western
7Australia. If this eluase goes through as

14 DEIDERBER, 1930.]
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printed, it will ruin any chance of getting go hand in hand. If the clause be agreed
revenue from that source.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: A good thing
too.

Ron. G. FRASER: We cannot shut our
eyes to the fact that we shall lose that rev-
ene altogether.

Hon. Sir William Latblain: We wvill do
our best to stop the money going out of the
State.

Hon. G-. FRASER: You cannot do that.
Already people requiring tickets in swveeps
run in other States can write direct for their
tickets. Still, there is a chance of some of
that revenue being retained in the State Lin-
der the tax suggested in the Bill which the
Minister proposes to reinstate next Tues-
day; there is a possible chance of some of
the money for sweep tickets going through
agents and in consequence the tax being
gathered in by the Treasurer. But if this
clause becomes law there will he no chance
of getting any revenue from that source.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Hill has not been
passed yet.

Hon. G. FRASER: It is as well to face
these facts before the Bill passes. Whilst
I am in accord with the system of premium
bonds, I doubt wvhether they will be as suc-
cessful as Mr. Lovekin would like them to
be. In the fir-st place the people have to be
educated up to what premium bonds mean.
As I said when speaking oil another measure
last week, I am doubtful if the estimated
revenue will be derived from this source.
Many people have ito idea of the premium
bonds system, and ce tainly they will not in-
vest in the scheme until they know what it
means.

Hon. Sir William Lathlnin: You three
members from the WVest Province can easily
inform the whole of tije people of Fre-
mantle.

lion. G. FRASER: We will endeavour to
do so. To raise sufficient mnoney to be of
any great advantage to the State, the people
must be educated to a er-ar meaning of
premium bonds. The easiest way to educate
them of course wvill be to tell them it is a
Scotchnian's lottery, which I think they will
understand. When the Bill is in Committee
it will be necessary to amend Clause 16.
Either we shall have to mile it out, or alter-
natively rule out the Bill that is to come
before us next week; for the two cannot

to in its present form there will be lost to
the State a great deal of revenue from the
sale of tickets in lotteries conducted outside
the State

HON. A. LOVEKIN. (Metropolitan)
(In reply) [7.55]: .1 thank members for
the reception they have accorded to the
Bill and for their informative discussion
upon it. If I do not at this juncture reply
to the criticism levelled against the Eil,
I will gladly do so in Committee if the
necessary questions are put to me. Unless
we can get the Bill through this evening,
it will again become one of the slaughtered
innocents and will be lost altogether; for
I understand that another place will not
bt sitting after next week, and so, unless
we can get the Bill to them by Tuesday
it will have no chance of being passed this
session. I hope members will assist me in
getting it through Committee to-night so
that we may send it to another place with-
out delay.

Question put aond passed.

Bill read a second time.

712 (Committee.

Hon. J. CORYELL in the Chair, Ron. A.
Lovekin in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 14-agreed to.

(jlnuse 15: PnbiP atio,, of results.

Hun. W. J. MANN: The principle in
this clause should not be supported by the
Committee, for it might be used as a pre-
cedent, and certainly it would be distaste-
ful to many newspaper proprietors who
generously give their space to less con-
tentious matters. I suggest the Govern-
ment publish an official list, just as is done
in respect of lotteries. The official list
should be sent wherever it is possible foi.
people to purchase a ticket. .1 presumet
tickets would be available for purchase at
banks or public offices and those are the
places where the official lists should be
filed.

lion. A. LOVEKIN: I drafted the clause
in the interests of the newspapers. The
publication of these list! is always good
copy for the papers, and that is why I
thought the papers should be compelled to
publish the lists.
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Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:- 1

Ayes
No~es

Majority for

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. J. T. Franklin

Inn. G. Fraser
Hon. E, H. Gray
HOD V. Haninrs; y

Hinn. J. M. Drew
Hon. E. H. Harris

-w G A. Kemuhptim

Ron. J, Nicholson

.1 vt~

Noai

7

3

Hon. J. J, Holmes
heon. Sir W. Latblaln
Mon. A. Ltrekln

Hon. C. H. Wittenooni
Hon. Sir 0. Nathan

I-on. E. Rose
Hon. H. Seddon.
M-on. W. .1. Mann

(Teller.)

Mluse thus passed.

Clause 16-Offenses:

Hon. 0. FRASER: I move an amend-
imnt-

That tine proviso be struck out.

If the Government are to receive taxation
from another measurt- which will come be-
fore the House, it is necessary that the
proviso be struck out. It will not be
possible for any agency for outside lotter-
ies to have offices in the State and the re-
sult will be that people -will write direct
to Tasmania for their tickets.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is the very thing
we want to accomplish.

Hon. G. FRASER: If it would accom-
plish what the hon. member desires I
would be with him. The proviso will sim-
ply mean driving money out of the State.
Premidum bonds will appeal to a certain
,section, but they will not appeal to that
section who will, whatever happens, invest
in Tattersall's consultation.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: This proviso wim
not affect Tattersall's.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes, revenue that
would be got from the sale of Tattersall's
tickets locally will be lost if the proviso is
left in.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You had better leave
this to the Treasurer in another place.

Hon. 0. FRASER: It may be overlooked
in another place.

Hon. Sir WILLIA.% LATHLAIN: I sup-
-port the clause as it stands because it is the
greatest virtue in the Bill. I am concerned
about the powers that should be vested in

the Treasurer, and if we delete the proviso.
we will delete the piece-de-resistance ot'
the clause.

Hon. S ir CHARLES NATPHAN: Member;
who have had experience of the Proh-ibi-
tion Act in America will know that Acts of
this nature are far-reaching and bring the
law into ridicule, besides making people
law-breakers. If we pass the clause as it
stands, anyone who wants to write to Tat-
tersall's in Tasmania for a ticket will have
to apply to the Treasurer for permission.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Nobody is debarreri
from writing.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHA-N: Thiey
are debarred from purchasing or selling
rickets without permission of the Treasureri.
This is an attempt to try to make people
gzood by Act of Parliament. I1 intend to vote!
against the clause.

H-on. A, EQ VEIKTN: One of the thing.-i
we are trying to bring about is to prevent
the sending of money out of the State for
tickets in consultations. M.Ny desire is to
close up the agencies that are here. Of
course people will be able to write and!
receive a reply, and the law will be broken.
But we cannot stop that. We can, how-
ever, reduce the facilities. What we want
to do is to divedt to our own use here the
huge smns, of money that at present are
sent out of the State. I hope the Comniitteo
will not strike out the proviso. If the clause
is not acceptable, I suggest that it should be
amended in another place. I b-nst members
will not amend the Bill if they can avoid it,
because delay at this stage may result in the
loss of the Bill altogether.

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: While I apprc-
ciate Mr. Lovekin's desire that the Bill shall
not be amended so that it can be transmitted
to the Legislative Assembly forthwith, I amr
nfraid the clause before the Committee 'will
provide ample irrounds for discussion when
it is dealt with in the Assembly. For in-
stance, I am afraid the clause really amends
Section 212 of the Criminal Code, which
specifically prohibits that which the clause
impliedly authorises, with the consent of the
Treasurer. The Criminal Code prohibits
sweepstakes or Lotteries-;- the clause seens
to conflict with that provision.

Hon. G. FRASER: I appreciate the point
that any amendment that is suiccessfully
moved will retard the progress iif the Bill,
which I am anxious, to see pa&,. '. In the
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circumstances, I ask leave to withdraw my BU 8 IRESERVES.
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 17, 18--agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Standing Orders Suspension.

Hon. A. LOVEI(IN: In order to facili-
tate the consideration of the Bill iii another
place, I would ask the Minister to move the
suspension of the Standing Orders, so that
the Bill may 1)0 read a third time and trans
nutted to the Assembly. If the Bill is trans-
mnitted by message to the Assembly this
evening, it will afford hon. members there
ain opportunity to deal with it, whereas de-
lay of a day or two may mean the loss of
Mhe Hill altogether.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SU'PPLIES: I move-

That so much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as is necessary to enable the Bill to
Iass the renmaining stages at the present sit-
tingj.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: There being no dis-
sentient voice, and more than an absolute
majority of the members present, I declare
the motion carried.

'Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
I he Assembly.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly's further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
alternative amendment made by the Council.

BILL-ROADS CLOSURE.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

Assembly's Message.

Mlessage from the Assembly received and
rcad notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

DUL--ANATOMY.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

BILL-TOTALISATOR DUTY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 27th November of the debate on the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL-FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 27th November of the debate oil
the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time

In Committee.

Eon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Minister
for Country Water Supplies in charge of
the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Liability to make contributions
may be suspended in the case of necessitous
members:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amnend-
ment-

That tile following words be added to para-
graph (a):-' £or owing to any other vaust'
dLecried safficient by the coninaittee of any
societ.'
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When the Tenants, Purchasers and 'Mort-
gagors' Relief Hill was being discussed, it
was stated that unemployment was not the
only cause of necessitous circumstances. A
,nan, old and unable to work, might be de-
pendent upon the rent of a cottage, the
tenant of which might obtain a protection
order agrainst him. Thus he and his depen-
dants would be deprived of the income upon
which they relied.

Hon. J. J. Holmes. Is there any objection
to your amnenduentl

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON I undlerstand the
Minister objects to it. That man would be
in necessitous circumistanes ntot due to un-
employment.

Ron. J. J. Holmes: What dlo the friendly
societies think of your minuendment'

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not know.
The 'MINISTER FOR COUNTRY

WATER SUPPLIES : The Bill is the re-
suit of a lengthy consultation between rep-
resentatives of the friendly societies and the
registrar. The point contained in the amend-
mnent wai brought Munder the reg-listrar's
notice and, after the conference, eight grand
secretaries informed him that the amnend-
ment would be dangerous, as it would open
the door too wide. They were prepared and
able to dleal with such cases to a limited ex-
tent. The officials of thn: societies know
what they want, and -we should not force
too much upon them.

Hon. W. J. -.lan: They twlI know to
their sorrow if the Bill passes.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: We should not in-
crease the burden beyond what they have
requested.

Ron. J. Nicholson: This would not in-
crease the burden, but would give them a
powver*they do not nowv possess.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: They could he pressed
to exercise the power, and possibly undue
pressure would be brought to bear upon
them.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It would merely be
lawful for them to consider other causes.

The 2MINISTER FOR COUNTRV
WATER SUPPLIES: If they were forced
to exercise the power it might prove detri-
mental.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: The
Minister has stated the position clearly. The
friendly societies say that the Hill covers all

their requirements. They have power to
grant relief it they think fi, undt it would
lbe wvise not to include the amendment.

lRon. lK 1I. HARRIS: I inquired from
the secretary of the lodge of which I am
a member, ad he indicated there had been
at conference between the representatives of
the friendly societies and the registrar. The
whole thing is worked on an actuarial basis.
If the door were opened as suggested by
Mr. 'Nichulson, I qucsticu whether the regis-
trar would he in accord with the alteration.
I received a notice from the society to which
I belong intlivating that a levy had been
struck for unemployment I was informed
tMot with the aid of this money it was hoped
to he able to keep these people financial. If
the omendinent is carried it will place an
unknown liability upon existing members.

Hon. G. FRASER : I support the amend-
nent. I have taken an ictive interest in
frienidly saieties for many years. Some-
thing of the kind moved by Mr. Nicholson
has been required by them for a long time.
Societies have been endeavouring to give re-
lief to old members who, because they have
retired from employment find difficulty in
keeping- up their contributions, as a conse-
quence of which they lose the benefits that
would otherwise accrue to them. It is de-
sired that some means should be found to
keep their membership alive. Surely most
of the societies arc financial enough to cover
,a sttall charge of that nature. The general
secretary of one society told me it was de-
sirable that the amendment should be car-
ried. It does not interfere with the right
of' the commnittees to safeguard the funds of
their organisation. During the war most of
the societies carried the responsibility of all
their members who went to the front. They
have survived the ordeal and are in a flour-
ishing- position to-day. Societies should have
greater powers than they now possess to
nlup those who are unemployed.

The CHAIRMAN: Does Mr. Nicholson
intend to naied paragraphi (b) if hisi
amendment is carried, because if it is not
altered the percentage of members "in ne-
r-egsitous cireunistances" must of necessity
he reduced?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I would like to
inform members how it was I came to move
tis amendment. I listened to tjie remarks
of the Minister on the second reacln and
also to the remarks on the Bill dealing1 with
tenants, mortgnagors and purchasers. I felt
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that it it were just to extend privileges to
persons iii necessitous cases due to unemn-
ployment in connection with those measures,
it was equally just that they should be ex-
tended to persons who might be helped by
friendly societies. That is what caused me
to frame this amendment.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why push on to the
societies something they do not wvant?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I had utc idea I
would be responsible for creating this posi-

ion. I admit that my amendment may
affect another part of the Bill, as indicated
by the Chairman. I do not wish to press
my amendment, but I do want honi. meul-
hers to realise how it came about that I
moved the amendment. The matter is
purely permissive. I thought a widlening of
their powers to benefit their members would
be welcomed by the societies.

Amendment put and negatived.

The CHAiRMAN: 1 would point out to
the Minister that Clause S deas wibh the
duration, not of the Bill, but of (one sectin
9 f the Bill. Therefore the diuration should
be expressed, not in Clause 8 at the end of
the Bill, but in the clause ot which Ile dura-
tion is limited. If that is done, the Comn-
inittee coun vote against Clause S oyhen it
is reached.

The -MINIST~ER FOR COU1NTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: I thank you for the
suggestion, Mr. Chairman, and shall act
upon it. I move an amendment--

That it followving b~e iniserted to stid ats
Nuliclause 2:-''Thiis sertion, tor ;toy sospen-
sin granted thereunder. shall! not otiotili&? InI
ojiel-atitil atfter a daite to 1,e fixeul by pro-
elarnation for rte teroiiiiltioii itfthis s,,.
tioit."

Amendment put and pasosed: the clause,
a., amended, agreed to.

(Clauses' 4 to 7-agreed to.

Clause 8-negatived.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL--ENTERTAINMENTS TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

lit Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the M.1iiister
for Country Water Supplies in ctharge of
the Hill.

Clauses 1, 2--agreed to.

Clause J--Entertinments tax to bie paid
into Consolidated Revenue Found:

Hon. J. M. DREW; I move aI, aituend-
mntnt-

That in proposed Seetion .13 the words,
'Consolidated Revenue Fund'' Ie struck mit,

and ''Hospital funid estahi ishotd1 in' 'icr t~e
Hospital Fund Act, 1930"' insertedl i lieu.

Under the Entertainments Tax Assessment
Act passed in 1925, the proceeds were to go
into a special fund at the Treasury, called
the hospital fund. This Bill proposes
that the proceeds shall he paid into
Consolidated Revenue. The Government
tell us that the hospital fund will
receive the fees paid at the various Govern-
ment hospitals. These fees last year
amounted to E36,000. The proceeds from
the entertainments tax last year were
£37,000. Much less, however, will bie col-
lected this year in patients' fees. Under the
Hospital Pund] Hill, certain benefits are to
be received h)r contributors -contributors on
the basic wage, maorried persons and their
dependants, and also sing-le persons. In
viewv of the depression existing throughout
the State, there will hie this year a consider-
able number of what are termed indigents.
Laist year there wvas little more than the
normal number of indigents entitled to free
treatment. This year the number is bound
to increase considerably. Consequently
nothing like £86,000 will be raised per
medium of patients' fees. Proceeds from
the entertainments tax will also diminish,
but Only to :I limlited extent. Amusements
are still in) fdil blast, going almost as strong
its ever. Whantever depression may exist,
amiusemnents will continue to be patronised.
There is a Bill doubling the amount of the
existing entertainments tax; and we can
ianticipate that front that source not less
than £E50,000 will be received this year,
0C7.000 having been received last year. If
£50,000 from taxation of entertainments

ges into the hospital fund, the hospitals
should have no reason to complain. They
will be able to carry on under those condi-
tions, but not under the conditions proposed
lby the Government.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SU'PPLIES: I must oppose the
amendment. Last year the hospitals re-
ceived £1I04,000 from Consolidated Revenue,
and £37,000 from the entertainments tax;
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a total of f£141,000. It is estimated that this
year titer' will receive £l5D,000 from Con-
solidated Revenue, plus patients' fees of
£.34,000 odd; a total of some £190,000.
Therefore they- will be better off this year by
roughly £-50,00.. l )rew suggests also
givina the hospitals the proceeds of the
entertainments tax. Howvever, the hospitals
will be well catered for without that addi-
tional money, though they may he somewhat
short of funds in the coming year, and the
deficiency may have to be made up by the
Treasury. With the return of nonnail times,
the Source.s of revenue alrady assigned to
the hospitals. should prove ample. Also muem-
bers must realise the position of the Oovern-
ment's finances. With the hospital tax and
the patients' fees the hospitals will l'avo, all
they require. I trust the amendment will
not be carried.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I trust the amend-
ment will lbe cardied. That the taxation on
amnusements should go to Consolidated Rev-
ernue is awick~ed proposal. Nobody attend-
ing a picture show or a theatre minds pay-
ing a small tax in order to help the sick, but
everybody would object to paying such a
tax for the assistance of the Treasury. Not-
withstanding what the Minister has said, I
contend there is !oiue £30,000 at stake in
the three hospitals iii the metropolitan area.
The Minister the other night said the Perth
Hospital received only £E3,780 from volun-
tary contributions. Actually that hospital
is receiving over £6,000 from that source,
while the Freinantle Hospital collects £4,000,
and the Children's Hospital about £10,000.
With the passing of the Hill those voluntary
contributions will disappear. I hope the
amendment will be carried.

Ron. J. M. DREW: The Minister on the
second reading said that under the Bill the
hospitals would benefit by from £18,000 to
£20,000 per annum. No doubt he expected
that £36,000 would be collected in patients'
fees. I remind him that the cost of collec-
tion of the tax will have to be deducted from
the figures he used, amounting perhaps to
£5,000, in addition to which there will be the
cost of administration. Through public ap-
peals £30,000 is collected every year on be-
half of hospitals, but the response to those
appeals to a large extent will cease when the
Bill comes into operation. Unless we can
get the entertainments taxation for hos-
pitals, the future for those institutions is by
no means bright. I suggest the Minister

take back the patients' fees and give the
hospitals the entertainments tax.

Beon. E. H. HARRIS: Mr. Drew suggests
the entertainments tax should go to the hos-
pitals, and Mr. Gray says it is a vicious
principle to put the entertainments tax into
Consolidated Revenue. Does not Mr. Gray
remember that when the Federal Govern-
ment relieved the community of entertain-
ments tax on tickets up to half a crown,
the late State Government at once imposed
the same tax onl the pretext that the money
was to be used for hospitals, whereas it was
put into Consolidated Revenue.

Hon. J. M. Drew: No fear. it was used
for hospitals, every penny of it.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I am glad to hear
that, The Commonwealth Government tax
all entertainments,, but do not use the
money for hospitals.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We need not follow the
bad example of the Commonwealth.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member
complains of the State putting entertain-
ment taxation into Consolidated Revenue,
but never complains of the Commonwvealth
Government doing the same. However, it does
not matter much where the money comes
f ,rom, so long as tie hospitals can get sufli-
ient.

Hon. J. Nicholson, If there should be a
deficiency, who will have to find the money' .

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: The Government.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Exactly.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 4

Noes . .. . .. 14

Majority against .. 10

Hon. J. MW. Drewn
Hon. G. Fraser

Hon.
11o.
Hon.
Hon.
I!;,.

Hon.
Han.

AYES.

Hon' A. Loneka
Hon. E. H. Gray

I ~ (relted.

NOES.
C. B'. Baiter
J. T. Franklin
V. Hamnersley
E. H. Harris

Sir W. Lathlain
J. MW. Macfarlane

Hon . W. 3. Mann
Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. Sir C. Nathan

1~.1 \,cbOso

Hon. H. Seddon
Han. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon. E. Rose

(T.Iler.'

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
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Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL,-ENTERTAINMENTS TAX ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

D)ebate re-satnei from the 26th November.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Mecropohitani)
[9.291 : 1 ask the 'Minister whetbet lie would
have any objectionk to referring the Bill to
a s elect lonunittee, just to take the evidence
oft two or three writnmesses. A iuititb(r oF
perions hemiled by 31r. Real!, the solivitor,
waited upon me andt pointed out that if
a change were made in the incidence
of the schedule, the Government would get
£85,000 instead of £56,000 from the tax.
It was pointed out to me that the tax could
be made to yield considerably more money,
and I think that statement ought to he
tested. In cases such as these we should
make inquiries tfron people wvlo knowt
something about the p~articular bins.1
was also told that on Sunday nights, if the
entertainment promoters were allowed to
charge a tee, instead of collecting a silver
coin, a tax could be imposed and that would
produce about X7,000. It 'would also help
the picture industry by reason of the pro-
nioters not having to provide police assist-
ance to control the queues that formed out-
side. Et was also pointed out to me that
opera companies and professional pianist-,
.~1 violinists wh1ose; charges; of tadrisin

were very much higher than those Of the
picture shows, paid tax only to the Com-
monwealth and not to the State. It was
contended that a tax of Id. or 2d. on the
higher priced tickets would yield a consid-
erahle sum of money to the State Govern-
meat. It was urged that an extra half-
penny on the range of ticket., which wer!
muore largely purchtised than thosze of a higher
price would produce a con-idernbN' sumt.
I cannot say whether thewe statement, ft:"
are made to ine -are correct, though they
were made by reputable people and vouched
for by 'Mr. Kenll, who iq well known to fit:'
community hut we should at least have the
opportunity to examine witnescses and learn
how far their stntments; bear out what ba
been said. We can do that by appointinr
a. elept committ-e. The point qriqe~q that if

we find means of increasing- the revenue to
be derived from the tax from £C56,000 to
£83,000 as suggested, we should be casting
an additional burden on the people, and rhi.
House would not have the right to amend
thie Bill in that direction. We could, how-
ever, get reliable evidence, and that evidence
could be submitted to the Government, Then
it would be open to the Government to drop
the schedule attached to the preheat :Lu: an,!
prepaie another. We must, however, be
sure that the evidence is correct and reliable,
and that is why we should appoint a select
c-ommittee. That committee could get
through its work in one day.

RON. SIR WILLIAM LATELAIN
(MIetropolitan-Suburhan) [9.35]: I support
Mr. Lovekin's request for the appointment
of a select committee. 1, too, have been in-
terviewed by various sections- of the picture
industry, and it appears to me that there
are diverse opinions as to the manner of
imposing the tax. There 'are what might
b~e called the lessqer or suburban picture
theatres which mostly, charge lower prices
for admission, and their desire is that the
tax should be incik-asedl on the higher-priced
tickets. On the other hand, the larger city
theatrcs, whose prices are Isigher than those
of the suburban theatres, consider that the
tax should he more eqiially spread and that
there should be small exemption on the
cheaper tickets. With 'Mr. Lovekin I agree
that we could get enlightenment on these
points by calling evidence. It might be
possible for the select committee to sugg-est
a combination scheme which would probahly
ineet the wishes of both sections. Some time
ago I endeavoured to get the interested par-
ties to agree to a particular scheme so that
they could present a united front, but I
have heard nothing further about it. 1 sup-
port the requnest for the app oirntment of a
select committee.

HON. J. T. FRANKLIN (M1etropolitan)
[9.:381 1 also strongly support the request
for the appointment of a select committee.
By referring the Bill to a select committee
we shall not he retarding its progress, be-
cause the committee could take evidence and
its report could be presented to the House
when we meet again nest Tuesday. I agree
with other speak*%r that those -who are
intere~ted in the amnsemnent business should
be consulted, especially as the-ir idea is not
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to cut down the amount of revenue the Gay-
erment llLpC :o receive, hut to increase it.
ILon. memhers niay regard that as rather
stranige, tiu' in making- the suggestion the
promoters expect to benefit themselves as,
w4ll as the (Jovcrrnmout. WP realise that
we should not periiaps increase the tax on
the lower-priced tickets, because the patrons
of the cheaper places of entertainments can-
not afford to pay more, but the purchasers
of higher-priced tickets would not object to
paying Id. or 2d. more than they are con-
tributing now. The Commonwealth take the
tax beyond a certain amount and the State
goes up to a certain figure, and therefore
if we can make a recommendation as a re-
sult of the evidence to be taken before a
select committee, which will assist the Goy-
erment, the matter can be finalised at the
next sitting of the House. If necessary,
also, we could suspend the Standing Orders-
and put the Bill through its remaining
stages.

RON. 3. CORNELL (South [9.40]: I
confess I am in a fog in regard to the re-
quest for a select committee. This is a tax
Bill, and not a machinery Bill, and if the
Bill should be defeated on the second read-
ing the existing tax would remain. If the
Bill survives the second reading and is re-
ferred to a select committee, all that the select
committee can do will he -to recommend a
reduction in the rate of the tax-

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Alter the in-
cidence.

Hon. J. CORNELL: You can alter the
rate; you can do that in Committee.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We can do something
more than that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not see what
more can be done. The Bill has come to us
from another place. It contains only the
rate of tax. If we send it to a select com-
mittee. what can that select committee do
other than to recommend the rate of tax to
he increased9

Ron. A. Lorekin:- There are things a select
committee can do.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is not desirable
that the House should do what is suggested.
if the incidence of the tax is wrong, and a
hetter method can be devis;ed, the proper
course for the suppliants of that method is
to go to the Premier and request him to in-
struct his M1inister to withdraw the Bill ij

this; House soa that in another place a new
Bill maty he introduced.

1-lou. A. I,ovekin: The Premier is unapl-
proaerhahie at present;, we tried him.

Hon. J. COR.NELL: Tbh House would
then he on good and safe grounds. This
H-ouse is to some extent circumscribed in
its operations, and rightly too T think. We
are limited to the fact that we may reduce
a i tax or, uutrcase exemption, or lignten the
burden ont the people. Further than that
we cannot go". So to make a suggestion
through a select committee to His Excel-
lency's advis;ers as is proposed will only ho
courting disaster. If a snelcently good case
were made out it could be properly repre-
senited to the Premier.

Hon. A. Lovekih: That might be done
after thle select committee has taken evidence.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: If it were put to
the Premier in the proper light and then
he refused to instruct the Minister to with-
draw the Bill I am fearful of what might
result when the matter was dealt with later
on.

Hon, A. LoVekin: The Premier could not
judge until lie received the evidence.

Hron. J1. CORNELL: I am afraid I can-
not he a party to such a proposal. Deal-
ing with the Bill itself the imposition of
an entertainments tax in this State hadl a
rather doubtful birth. During -the war
period, the tax was not imposed as a State
nicasiure, but the Commonwealth levied one.
as an emergency impost. At first it was
levied on chiarges of admission of is. and
uplwards, hot later the Commonwealth it-
posed the tax. onl prices higher than 2s.
6id. It was significant that immediately
the Commonwealth evacuated the field of
taxation lip to half a crown, the Collier Gov-
ernment stepped in and availed themselves
oif the opportunity to impose the tax, to
the extent the Commonwealth Government
hand relinqnished it, for the purpose of assist-
ing hospitals. Had the State entertainments
tax not been specifically earmarked for that
purpose, I doubt whether the Council would
have agreed to pass it. Altho ugh we are
now labouring tinder severe economic and
financial disabilities, there are certain cardi-
nal principles that we should not allow to
hie subordinated. The Government propose
to double the present rate of tax and, on
top of that, to double the Comnmonwealtlh
tax over h)alf a crown. Thle tax will not be

2:400
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for hospital purposes but for that of con-
solidated revenue.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The floppers and their
sweethearts will pay up.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I should say that the
logical deduction to be wade is that if the
Government do not impose a direct tax for
hospital purposes, then the reason for which
the entertainments tax was levied has dis-
appeared.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Substitute *'uneniploy-
went"' for "hospitals."

Hon. 3. CORNELL: From time to time,
.I have uttered ray protest against those
who seek to condemn others -who may spend
a little of their money on amusements or
sport rather than on theology or a Bible
society. 'Mr. Holmes is the biblical auth-
ority in this Chamber and he has told us
that "Oman cannot live by bread alone."

H~on. J. J1. Holmes; The Irishman said he
might die of thirst.

Hon. 5. CORNELL: The Trishman would
also have agreed that unless he had a little
entertainment, his mental faculties would be
dulled. Some mild form of amusement is
just as necessary to the welfare of the in-
dividual as is any form of religions worship.
Both are essentials. In these days of de-
pression and distress a man is e ntitled to
spend a few shillings on a pieltire show

id thus forget his troubles for an hiour or
two. Tt is good for the body and for the
soul. For my part, I tam in favour of that
part of the tax that doubles the Commion-
wecalthi imipost, but I would pleadi for
g-reater consideration regarding th.' tax to
be imposed on the lower Ipf)rie,. To iuv mindl
flt- impost on the lower prices is not that
of a bushranger, but of a garrotter. Why
can. we not tackle the position by mneans of
direct taxation imposed on people who arc
earning, and leave those who are not in
that fortunate position to enjoy a. picture
show at the cheapest rates possible. I can-
not understand the Minister's estimate re-
gmrding the return to be derived from the
tax. He estimated an additional £20,00
hut. aecordin- to my estimate, it is mo)re
likely to he between £70,000 and Z80.000.

Hlon. G. W. Iilcs: In these days of de-
pression !

Hlon. J1. .1. Holmes: There is no depres-
sion at time picture shows.

Ron. J. CORNELL; Sulrely we shouild
allow the people to enjoy the lower prices
in these times.

lion. W. J3. Mann: Let them go flshing.
Rion. J. J. Holmes: There is plenty Of0

room for them in the churches.
Hon. J. CORNELL: I am quite convinced

that there will hie a great falling off :'i

the patronage of the higher liriced theatri-
eal shows, but I do not know why there
should be any falling off in attendances at
the lower priced picture shows.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If people can afford
to go to picture shows, theyv should be pre-
pared to pay the increased taxation and so
assist the State.

Hon. J. CORNELL: With all sincerity, I
say that if a man who is out of work, has
Is. to spend and care-, to go to a picture
show where he can forget his trouble.; for
a few hours, then it is no more right to tax
that man thani it would be to tax an indi-
vidual because hie put I s. in the plate at
church. I feel that my pleas will fall on
deaf ears but, while I shall. support the
second reading of the Bill, I hope the Min-
ister will give sympathetic considleration to
the question along the lines I have siw-
gested.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I inov--

That the debate be adjeoirneri.

By way of explanation, I assure the Leader
of the House that I have no wish to eiubar-
ran' him but rather to help the Government.
We desire to make some special inquiries,
and an adjournment till the nr-.<t sitting,
will give us time to do it.

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: The Bill has been before the Hoise
for at long time -and now a', the eleventh
hour members suiggest it is nccv -Mniry to
embark upon special inquiries'

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: We ran expedite mat-
ters at the next sitting.

Motion put and passed.

BIELL-HOSPITAL FUN]) (OONTRTJ-
TIONS).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baster
-East) [10.01 in moving the second reading
said; This Bill is the taxing measure for
the Hospital Fund Bill and its passage i$
desired to fix the rate of tax to he impos !l.
The Bill provides for the imposition of a
tax of 11Ad. on all salaries and wages and



(4 DECEMER, 1930.] 2311

a similar tax onl all income. As explained
during the discussion on the Hospital
Fund nil:, it is expected that the rate of
tax proposed in this Bill will yield £156,000
for hospital purposes. The measure is in-
troduced in fulfilment of the statutory
obligation to impose the tas and, until it
is passed, nothitig can be done in the way
of collecting the tax. I1 move-

That the Bill b,- row read a sceoii' timev.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Commnittee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

MOTION-COLLIE POWER SCHEME.

Debate resumed front the 19th Novem-
ber on the following motion by Hon. A.
Lovekin-

That in, the opinion of this Itimist. tin jes t
intterests of the Sta te will lie svedv~ li iii
stalling anyv new units for lprodo--tior' of
elertr>c lrnmer at Collie ;ustead i-f at E;ast
Per tli.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan-in
replyv) [10.41: [ put the motion onl the
Notice Paper purely to deal with the
merits. Up to a certain point I was pre-
pared to keep to the merits of whether
the new unit should be placed at East
Perth or at Collie. 'But a change has
come over the scene, and I amn placed in a
rather awkward position. I put uip the
case on the strength of the statement of
the engineer in charge of the East Perth
power scheme that as soon as he had ant
output of 50,000,000 to 100,000,000 units
per year, he would recommend the Govern-
ment to spend £1,500,000 to instal a gener-
ating plant at Collie. According to the
official report before us, the facts are that
the output is not 50,000,000 but 88,000,000
units and is on the increase. No doubt it
will increase; otherwise be would not be
pressing so much for additional plant.
Half the generating cost of the current is
the coal bill, and on that coal no less than
£72,000 was paid for haulage last year.
The saving of that amount in itself, even
to-day, would be sufficient to pay the in-
terest and sinking fund on the £1,200,000

required to erect a plant at Collie, and I
(to not think anyone would chiallenge the
statement that the place to instal a power
plant is at the seat of the coal supply. The
more extensions we make at East Perth,
the miore we shall have to spend on the
haulage of coal. In order that we might
* Ial Vt fliv ecst of eut reat, we ough0t
to trY to save that coal haulage os..
There iii this to be said in favour
of the C ollie scheme, that the districts
through which the transmission lines waou([
pass %%ould also require a tremendous lot
of current, and Ihe plants now in use, one
of which .A believe is being run by oil in-
ported from N-merica, could be dispensed
with and the current could be sup-
plied miore economically from a head
station located at Collie. I am not
at all satisfied that the coal being used
at East Perth is the most economical
coal for generating current as cheaply as
possible. I am, told that the old duump
which was at Collie for years and on to
which dump the ashes of the mine, when it
was burnt, were thrown, together with
other muck, has largely been sent to the
power house at East Perth and consumed
by means of a new patent burner, which
is said to give better results than if the
large coal were used. That may or may
not be so; there has been no test, and it is
all important, especially to the metropoli-
tan area, that the current should be gener-
ated as cheaply as possible. Those are
the met-its of the case. I would have been
content to stop there but for the fact that
I got rather a shock in a reply to a ques-
tion I asked in this House as to public
servants who were drawing more than one
salary. The question was submitted for
quite another purpose. I had been in-
formed that musicians, who were also civil
servants and on a small wage, were being
debarred by the Public Service Conmnis-
sioner from engaging in more than one job.
They were being prevented from earning
10s. by playing their fiddles or trombones,
but other officers higher in the service
were drawing large salaries for more than
one job. But the last item which appeared
on that return gave me a shock and showed
how necessary it is that we should have an
independent report as to the advisableness
of installing a power station at Collie. No
one can say that a person who is in charge
of the Perth works and who is receiving,
in addition to his salary from the Govern-
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went, some £60 per month from the col-
lieries, is one upon whom we should rely
to advise us whether it is a good
project to erect a station at Collie.
Should not we get information from
an independent source? In view of
that fact, the House should pass the
motion without any hesitation because
it predicates an independent inquiry and in-
dependent advice to the Government. I do
niot wish to discuss the scheme further, but
the Minister's reply was more or less piffle
and rubbish when he talked about the 'windt
that would blow between Collie and Perth,
capsize the transmission lines and involve
the Government in tremendous cost to re-
store them.

The MHinister for Country Water Sup-
plies: I ask the hon. member to withdraw
that statement. I made no such statement.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member will
accept the Minister's assurance.

Hon. A. LOVElTIN: I am not allowed
to look at "Hansard," but my recollection
of the Minister's statement was that he was
advised there would be considerable cost
attached to having a station at Collie and
keeping the East Perth power house going,
because the transmission lines were liable to
be damaged by storms and fires, and, there
would he breakdowns.

The Minister for Country Water S up-
plies: r made no Such statement.

Hon. A- LOVEKIN: Then T have been
wool-gathering.

Hon. W. J. Mann: If the lines will not
be blown down it is all in favour of your
motion.

The PRESIDENT: I aim sure the hon.
member will accept the Minister's assurance.

Hon- A. LOVEKTN: I must accept it. I
was about to ask why much longer trans-
mission lines than would he. required to link
Collie with Perth exist in Canada and the
United States.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: And Italy.

Hon. A. TjOVEKTN: There are lines sub-
ject to the Arctic storms and the tremendous
velocity attained by the winds that blow over
the Canadian area, and the lines do not come
to grief. Then, too, why have not the trans-
mission lines, in 'Victoria, -which would be
equally long, come to grief?9 Whatever de-
cision the House might. have resolved to
give on the mnerits of the ease heretofore, 11

think it is icumbent upon members now to
pass the motion in order that the Govern-
muent may be forced to make an independent
inquiry as to whether the Collie scheme is
the right project, or not. 'With these re-
marks I submit the motion to the House.

Hon. Sir Charles 'Nathan: Your motion
rloe not ask for an inquiry.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I koow. It asks
that nto miore mioney be spent on the Perth
power house, and that the scheme be token
to Collie. T suggest now that the position
has changed. If the motion is passed in its
present form and we say no more money
shall be spent at East Perth, the Government
will be forced to hold an inquiry in order to
obtain an independent opinion as to whether
the Collie scheme is feasible or not. I feel
the position somewhat because no one on
the floor of the House likes to attack any-
one outside. who has no opportunity of re-
plying. Therefore I say as little as possible
on the subject. It is the fact, however, that
the officer in chiarge of the power station,
who adviseri the ex-2liiister and the present
Minister that the proposal to erect a station
at Collie was not a practicable one, being in
receipt of £00 per month in addition to his
salary for advice given in connection with
other schemes, is a person upon whom the
House ought not to rely for an independent
jurigment asto the feasibility of this scheme.
Without saying maore I submit the motion
to the House.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following resullt:-

A yes
Noes 6

Majority for

AYES.

Hon.
Hon.
Haon.
Han.
Hon.
Hon.

J1. Cornell
E. H. Gray
V. Hnmarereley
B. H. Harris
Sir IV. LatbLaL
A. Lovekln

Han. C. F. Baxter
Ron. J. M1. Drew
l4nn. .7, T. Frankila
Hon. G. Fraser

Hion. W. .1. M~ann
Hon. G. W. %files
lIIn. E. Rose
Hon. C. H. Wittenoom

n Hoc. J. M. Macfarlane
(Jeetri.

NOE S.

Hon, (I. A, Kempton
1Hon. Sir C. Natban

(Teller)

Question thus9 passed.

Hotse wdaourned at 10.20 p..


